MINUTES

The Mayor and Council met in regular session on Wednesday, December 8,

2010 at 6:00 p.m. in the meeting room in City Hall.

PRESENT

Percy J. Purnell, Jr., Mayor

LaVerne Johnson, Council Vice President
Raymond D. Anderson, Councilman

Kimberly B. Lawson, Councilman
Barry Dize, Councilman

Mike Atkins, Councilman

Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Mike Tabor, Chief of Police

Harold W. Frock, Sr., Supt., Public Utilities

Noah Bradshaw, Inspector

Ashley Bosche, Attorney


Also in attendance; Valerie Swift, Secretary; Irving Saltz; Margo Green-Gale;

Robert Hooks; Norris Howard; Mark Konapelski; Liz Holland and Richard Crumbacker.


Mayor Purnell called the meeting to order, opening with the Lord’s Prayer and 
the Pledge of Allegiance. He reviewed the agenda for the evening’s meeting and noted that the Department Heads would also be reporting this evening.

Mayor Purnell requested approval of the minutes from the meeting in November.

Approval so moved by Councilman Lawson, seconded by Councilman Anderson and carried unanimously.  
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS


CHIEF MIKE TABOR, CRISFIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT presented his monthly report and stats, briefly highlighting its contents.  Councilman Lawson extended condolences regarding the death of Sgt. Luedtke’s son.

Council Vice President Johnson commended the Department on their wonderful community outreach.

JOYCE L. MORGAN, CLERK-TREASURER, presented and reviewed income and expense through November 30th.

HAROLD W. FROCK, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES/WORKS, presented his monthly report, briefly highlighting its contents.


NOAH BRADSHAW, INSPECTOR, presented his monthly report for November and December.  Mayor Purnell made reference to mandatory fire sprinkler regulations.
Mr. Bradshaw advised that as of January 1, 2011, they are mandatory in all new homes, but towns can opt out of the requirement.

MAYOR’S REPORT


Mayor Purnell noted that he would be presenting a monthly report after the Department Heads each month concerning issues and matters pertaining to the City as follows; The Depot, Community Legacy, Tide Gates, Industrial Park, Wind Turbines, 
Park and Playground and Employee Vacancies.  At this time, he reviewed a Power Point presentation of his report, highlighting its contents.

Mayor Purnell made reference to a request for the balance of payment, from Bearing Construction and asked for a Council decision.


Councilman Lawson commented that Bearing had waited for payment due to the delay in the acceptance of the Plant upgrade; then met and concurred about receipt of payment from the City for a large portion with a balance to be paid at a later date.  He then made a motion that payment of the balance not be made until the Plant is accepted, or another payment plan is determined.  Motion seconded by Councilman Atkins and carried unanimously.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Mayor Purnell requested that 2nd Reader of Ordinance 602 – 4 Way Stop on Wynfall and Hudson, remain on hold for the time being.  Mr. Bradshaw commented that this would not control the speed there and there were also other considerations.

Mayor Purnell requested 2nd Reader of Ordinance 603 Amending Section B of Appendix A to Chapter 96 pertaining to sidewalk width.  Approval for 2nd Reader so moved by Council Vice President Johnson, seconded by Councilman Dize and carried unanimously.

Attorney, Ashley Bosche, presented a follow up on Mayor Purnell’s annexation proposal.  She noted that she had contact MML and obtained a sample from Bowie, MD.  

After a brief discussion the Mayor and Council concurred with the proposal and advised Ms. Bosche to proceed with preparing an annexation agreement tailored to the City of Crisfield.

Mayor Purnell noted that Line Drive was still not ready to be taken into the City.

Mr. Bradshaw noted that pipe is still sticking up in the middle of the cul-de-sac.


Councilman Lawson commented that he still has issues that the cul-de-sac does not have buffer curbing, a standard for street acceptance.  He advised that curb and swail is needed before the City accepts the street.  Council Vice President Johnson concurred.

Councilman Atkins suggested meeting with the developer concerning the curb requirement.  Councilman Lawson added; or “until the Planning Commission recommends acceptance.”  Mayor Purnell advised that he concurred with Councilman Lawson.  

Mr. Bradshaw noted that the cul-de-sac has sunk two inches in two years.


It was then concurred that a meeting with the developer was necessary to explain the condition for accepting the road.
NEW BUSINESS CHARTER AMENDMENT RESOLUTION NO.  383


A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CRISFIELD passed, pursuant to the Authority of Article XI-E of the Constitution of Maryland and Section 13 of Article 23A of the Annotated Code of Maryland, to amend the Charter of the City of Crisfield for the purpose of clarifying who may participate in benefits programs provided by the City and providing procedures to be followed to effectuate the Charter amendment adopted by this Resolution.


WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Crisfield have determined it is in the best interest of the people of the City of Crisfield that the Charter be amended to clarify that the City is authorized and empowered to provide for or participate in hospitalization or other forms of benefits or welfare programs for its employees only and to expend public moneys of the City for such programs.  

Ms. Bosche noted that in summary, the Resolution establishes that elected officials are not entitled to employee benefits as they are not personnel.

After a brief discussion, Councilman Lawson made a motion to adopt Charter Resolution 383 establishing that elected officials are not entitled to employee benefits.   Motion seconded by Councilman Anderson and carried unanimously.

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL Q&A AND REPORT


Councilman Atkins commented that City Government has gotten smaller but has to work harder and wished that the State of Maryland would do the same.


Councilman Dize announced that he would be resigning from his Council position effective February 1, 2011 due to conflicts with his job schedule.  He apologized to the public and thanked everyone for their support.


Mayor Purnell commented that it has been a pleasure working with Councilman Dize and noted that the City would follow the standard procedure for his replacement.

Councilman Anderson, Atkins and Council Vice President Johnson commented that they will miss Councilman Dize as well.


Councilman Lawson made reference to pictures of houses being done by the Housing Rehab program spearheaded by Council Vice President Johnson.


Councilman Lawson advised Councilman Dize that it had been a pleasure working with him.


Councilman Lawson made reference to moving and separating spoils from the area on Collins Street to the new park site.  He advised that he had received two price quotes for loading and moving spoils; Mitchell Bonneville - $5,000 and Bozman - $4,300.  

Councilman Lawson requested that a motion be made to transfer $4300 from the General Fund for the moving of the spoil and also for the removal of the spoils stored under the water tower, with that are to be used for storage of stone and sand only, and the metal hauled to salvage.


Mayor Purnell made reference to using Park funds.  Councilman Lawson advised that he didn’t think it would be allowed.

At this time, Councilman Anderson made a motion that $4300 be taken from the General Fund for moving the spoil.  Motion seconded by Councilman Atkins and carried unanimously.


Mayor Purnell reminded everyone that the Christmas Parade is Saturday night.  He also made reference to the Christmas Party and noted that the Employee Drawing would be done again this year.


Councilman Lawson noted that the Lion’s Club had rewired that Christmas lights with new LED lights.  He commended the City for paying the electric bill for the decorations. He also made reference to the 3 step proposal for the Events Planner.  Councilman Lawson also commended the local service organizations for the wonderful job that they do.


There being no further business for discussion, Council Vice President Johnson made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Dize and carried unanimously.







Respectfully submitted,







Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Prepared by Valerie Swift, Secretary

MINUTES12810.doc
6

