MINUTES

The Mayor and City Council met in regular session on Wednesday, October 13, 

2010 at 6:00 p.m. in the meeting room in City Hall.

PRESENT

Percy J. Purnell, Jr., Mayor

LaVerne Johnson, Council Vice President

Raymond D. Anderson, Councilman

Kimberly B. Lawson, Councilman
Mike Atkins, Councilman

Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Noah Bradshaw, Inspector

Robin R. Cockey, City Solicitor


Also in attendance; Valerie Swift, Secretary; Richard Crumbacker; Liz Holland; 

Norman Smith; Elmer Barkley; Reuben Evans; Robert Hooks, John Dize and Calvin 

Rayfield.

PRAYER, PLEDGE AND REVIEW OF AGENDA


Mayor Purnell called the meeting to order, opening with the Lord’s Prayer and the

Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Purnell noted that he had made a LESMA presentation at 

the Fruitland Council meeting Tuesday night and noted that they don’t say the Lord’s 
Prayer but have someone in attendance offer up a lengthy prayer.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Mayor Purnell requested approval of the minutes from the previous meeting.  Councilman Atkins made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting of September 22, 2010, as written.  Motion seconded by Councilman Lawson and carried unanimously.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

BORROWING RESOLUTION 379

Mrs. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer, presented Resolution 379 for Hebron Savings Bank.  Mayor Purnell noted that they had a lower interest rate and did not require a Bond Counsel.  At this time, Councilman Lawson made a motion to approve Borrowing Resolution 379.   Motion seconded by Councilman Anderson and carried unanimously.
ETHICS ORDINANCES


Mr. Cockey noted that the three Ethics Ordinances were “housekeeping measures”.  He also distributed to the Mayor and Council the Ethics Disclosure form from the State as well as the one he had generated, for their review.

At this time, Councilman Atkins made a motion to approve Ordinance 597 – Financial Disclosure, for 2nd Reader.  Motion seconded by Councilman Anderson and carried unanimously.

Mr. Cockey then reviewed Ordinance 598 pertaining to Conflict of Interest.  

A rather lengthy discussion followed during which time Councilman Lawson made reference to his appearing before the Planning Commission in 2007 concerning a Harbor Lights issue which was a violation of City Code.  He stated that when Planning Commission recommendation letters come before the Mayor and Council, there are no minutes attached to see the discussion during the meeting.  Councilman Atkins concurred that he would like to see more information included in their decision.


Mr. Cockey suggested adding the statement to the Ordinance that “nothing herein shall prohibit mere attendance at such a proceeding.”

He also commented that Mr. Bradshaw would catch any code violation before the Planning Commission approves it.  He also advised the Mayor and Council that the State Ethics law does not require this ordinance, but not having one could lead to complaints.

He advised that he would check with other municipalities.


At this time, Councilman Atkins made a motion to table 2nd reader of Ordinance #598.  Motion seconded by Councilwoman Johnson and carried unanimously.


Mr. Cockey reviewed Ordinance #599 pertaining to changing the Ethics Commission’s finding of a misdemeanor to a Municipal Infraction.

After a brief discussion, Councilman Atkins made a motion to approve Ordinance #599 for 2nd Reader.   Motion seconded by Councilman Lawson and carried unanimously.


Councilman Lawson advised that he would also recommend the short disclosure form as prepared by Mr. Cockey.  Mayor Purnell advised that he feels a financial disclosure form is needed also with the short form. Mr. Cockey advised that he would have to prepare an ordinance.

2ND READER – ORDINANCE #600 INCREASING VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES


At this time, Councilman Lawson made a motion to adopt Ordinance #600 for 2nd reader.   Motion seconded by Council Vice President Johnson and carried unanimously.
REVIEW/REVISION OF CITY CODE


Councilman Atkins made reference to section 117-75 – Signs and suggested that “c” be deleted and “d” be modified so businesses could use them on an ongoing basis as long at they do not infringe on the 5 foot unobstructed sidewalk rule.


After a brief discussion, Councilman Atkins made a motion for 1st Reader of an ordinance amending 112-75 by deleting C and modifying D.  Motion seconded by Councilman Lawson and carried unanimously.

Councilman Atkins made reference to C2-1 and advised that instead of  “ second Monday following the election” it should be “the next Regular Meeting”.  Mr. Cockey noted that this would be a Charter Amendment which he would prepare, with a Public Hearing and Referendum.

Councilman Lawson stated that he doesn’t feel that C5-10 &12 should be in the Charter and should be taken out and put in Chapter 42 of the City Code section on Election.  In summary; remove C2-1,C2-4,C3-1,C5-12 and put in the Election section in Chapter 42 of the City Code.

A further discussion followed concerning the need to come up with a timeframe for the voter residency requirement.  Mr. Cockey commented that the period should be long enough, but not too long, with proof.   After further discussion, the Council concurred with 6 months.  Mr. Cockey advised that he would prepare this for the Charter.

NEW BUSINESS – REQUEST FOR LINE DRIVE TO BE ACCEPTED AS CITY STREET

Mayor Purnell reviewed the two letters on the slides and advised that he would have Public Works review the street condition before the City accepts it.  Councilman Lawson commented that a curb needs to be installed there.
INFORMATIONAL SLIDE


Mrs. Morgan noted that this slide contains information of measures taken by other towns dealing with the loss of Highway Revenue funds.


Mayor Purnell commented that the State Elected officials need to be addressed concerning this matter.

PUBLIC INPUT


Mr. Elmer Barkley made reference to the need for spay and neuter laws.


Mr. Robert Hooks thanked the City for the speed reduction sign on Main Street.  He also made reference to Council members who were not up for re-election being present during the recent election.

Mr. John Dize commented that clarity is needed concerning temporary banners
and where signs can be put on City property.  Mr. Bradshaw advised that he would be reviewing the matter.

MAYOR AND COUNCIL Q & A, REPORT


Councilman Atkins reminded everyone that the speed limit in front of CHS is 15 MPH and made reference to CPD issuing warnings as a reminder.


Council Vice President Johnson presented a Certificate of Appreciation to the Mayor and Council from Sportscast USA.


Councilman Lawson advised Mr. Hooks to contact the Board of Elections with his question about the recent election.

Councilman Lawson made reference to the sign issue and stated that temporary signs should be permitted and dated, with a fee paid.

Councilman Lawson made reference to the rubble behind the Family Dollar and noted that the City does not have the equipment to move the larger pieces.  He advised that a hauler had been contacted for an amount under $5,000 and requested that a decision be made whether or not to pay to move the rubble.

Councilman Lawson also made reference to a proposal from Hydraseed in the amount of $560.00 for the park and noted that the playground is moving forward.


Mayor Purnell noted that the Industrial Park contract had been turned down three times and the City may have to go with the next bidder.  He also noted that a meeting has been scheduled with the State concerning the Depot.

Mayor Purnell noted that the signs for the crosswalk sit in the middle of the street.


Mayor Purnell made reference to having a four way stop on Wynfall and Hudson Street.  Mr. Cockey noted that the Code would have to be amended as the signs are just on Wynfall.


At this time, Councilman Lawson made a motion to adopt for 1st Reader, an Ordinance establishing a four way stop on Wynfall and Hudson Street.  Motion seconded by Councilman Atkins and carried unanimously.


Mayor Purnell proposed a future annexation policy for contiguous properties.  He advised that the property owner would pay no City taxes if they wanted to annex, unless the property was sold; then the new owner would pay.  The annexed property would still have to pay county Front Footage.  He asked that the Council consider this proposal and make a decision in two weeks.

Mayor Purnell noted that there are three sets of sidewalk proposed for in the next Community Legacy Grant.  He commented that approval seems favorable.


Councilman Lawson made reference to the $6,323 paid in taxes by the 8 residents of  Tawes Drive, which desperately needs paving.  He advised that it would cost $10,000 to pave this street.  Mayor Purnell noted that there is $15K left for paving and suggested having American Paving come back in.


There being no further business for discussion, Council Vice President Johnson made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Anderson and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Prepared by Valerie Swift, Secretary
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