MINUTES

The Mayor and Council met in regular session on Wednesday, Octo-

ber 14, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. in the meeting room in City Hall.

PRESENT

Percy J. Purnell, Jr., Mayor

Raymond D. Anderson, Council Vice President

Kimberly B. Lawson, Councilman

Barry  Dize, Councilman

LaVerne Johnson, Councilwoman

Mike Atkins, Councilman

Calvin Dize, City Manager

Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer


Also in attendance;  Valerie Swift, Secretary; Eddie Heath; George

Fuster; Tim Carson; Richard Crumbacker; Liz Holland; John Dize; Allison

Castellana; Kathleen Sheeran; Mary Franz and Doug Crockett.


Mayor Purnell called the meeting to order, opening with the Lord’s

Prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.  He noted that the meeting had gotten

off to a late start due to an earlier Public Hearing and a website picture up-

date.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Mayor Purnell requested approval of the minutes from the previous

meetings of September 23, 2009. Approval so moved by Councilman Dize,

seconded by Council Vice President Anderson and carried unanimously.

1ST SESSION OF PUBLIC INPUT


No input was offered at this time.

THANK YOU TO BILL BUTTRILL


Mayor Purnell noted that Mr. Bill Buttrill had given him new Ameri-

can, State and Veteran flags for the entrance to the City and expressed his

gratitude for Mr. Buttrills’ selfless contribution.

APPOINTMENTS – MR. GEORGE FUSTER AND MR. TIM CARSON


Mr. George Fuster and Mr. Tim Carson appeared before the Mayor

and Council concerning a request for water and sewer allocation for lot 1215

and 1216 at Landon’s Point.


Mayor Purnell noted that the Council had been given copies of

minutes from 2005  when Mr. Greg Cox was the owner, as well as the 

Sunset law established in 2006 which allowed property owners to keep and 

pay for EDU’s for 18 months.  He also advised Mr. Fuster that the property 

is contiguous to the City and would qualify for annexation. 



Mr. Fuster advised that he would like to apply for 4 EDU’s but not

annex.


Mayor Purnell also reviewed Ordinance 586 which is an attempt to

recover the cost of water and sewer outside the City, which is treated by the

City.  Councilman Lawson further explained that the ordinance was estab-

lished to relieve the cost to taxpayers inside the City for services provided to

those outside.  He also commented that this Ordinance may not apply to

Mr. Fuster and would need a disposition from Mr. Cockey.


Mayor Purnell concurred that Mr. Cockey would have to provide

a disposition as per the applicable ordinances.


During further lengthy discussion, it was determined that a meeting 

between the Mayor and Council, Mr. Cockey and Mr. Fuster would be 

needed.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

2nd Reader – Small Wind Ordinance


Mayor Purnell presented for 2nd Reader the proposed Small Wind

Ordinance.  He noted that a Public Hearing had been held at 5:30 p.m.

this evening.

Councilman Atkins made reference to the need to modify decibels; 

DBA versus DBC concerning possible health risks.


Councilman Lawson suggested adopting the Ordinance as a standard

for a period of 6 months and do research on the health risks and advised that

he would make this into a motion.  


Mayor Purnell advised that the Ordinance is needed to give the City 

control, as there is no way to regulate wind mills at this time.


Following further discussion, Councilman Lawson made a motion to 

adopt for second reader the Small Wind Ordinance.  Motion seconded by

Councilman Dize and carried unanimously.

City Website Proposal – follow-up


Ms. Allison Castellana, Events Planner, presented the Mayor and 

Council with updates concerning the City’s new website that she would be

maintaining.  Councilman Lawson suggested that no more than two sets of 

meeting minutes at a time be posted on the website.  


Mayor Purnell also advised that there would be no on-line bill

paying site for water bills and taxes, as it was not feasible due to costs

associated with maintaining a secure site.


Mayor Purnell advised Ms. Castellana that the site looks good and to 

continue moving forward with its’ expansion.

NEW BUSINESS

Somers Cove Motel – request for extension of sub-lease


Mayor Purnell presented a request from Funk & Bolton for an

extension of the current sublease of the Somers Cove Motel, which ex-

pires on October 31, 2009.


Councilman Lawson commented that the motel is a disgrace and it 

would be just as well if it was torn down.


Mayor Purnell noted that the lease agreement requires that it operate

as a motel for a certain amount of months per year.  He advised that he 

wants Mr. Cockey to review what would happen if the City doesn’t renew

the lease as far as results and circumstances, before the next meeting.


At this time, Councilman Atkins made a motion to table the request.

Motion seconded by Councilman Dize and carried unanimously.

First Reader – Public Improvement Bond 2009 Series A


Mayor Purnell noted that this Bond was for the 36 Sewer improve-

ments.


At this time, Councilman Atkins made a motion that the Public Im-

provement Bond 2009 Series A, be adopted for First Reader.  Motion 

seconded by Councilwoman Johnson and carried unanimously.

2ND SESSION OF PUBLIC INPUT

Mary Franz commented that she would like to see Crisfield become 

more quaint to attract people to visit and live here.  She commended the

streetscape work on 9th Street.

M & C Q & A


Councilwoman Johnson advised that DHCD representatives would

be here tomorrow to meet with residents in need of housing rehab.


Councilman Lawson inquired about the status of the Rubberset ne-

gotiations.  Mr. Dize advised that the grant agreement from DBED should be

executed by the end of the week. 


Councilman Lawson reminded that during the negotiation review, the

City needs to consider property for the Industrial Park.


Councilman Lawson presented pictures of a 1998 Mitsubishi dump

body truck, owned by Bill Cox.  He advised that the vehicle is located in the

parking lot of Jeds’ Auto and Mr. Cox is selling if for $10,000.  Councilman

Lawson advised that this could be used to replace truck 12.  He advised that

he would like to propose a motion that the City pay $5,000  and finance 

$5,000 for one year to purchase this vehicle, and surplus truck 12 for a mini-

mum of $3,000 or put in an engine over the budget year.


After a brief discussion, Councilman Lawson made a motion to 

purchase the vehicle at a price of $10,000, paying $5,000 from the General

Fund and financing $5000 for one year, to be paid off in October 2010.
Vehicle must pass inspection and meet GVW requirements for no CDL.


Motion seconded by Councilman Atkins and carried unanimously.


Mayor Purnell made reference to patching potholes on 4th and Pine

Streets for $5,000 to $6,000.  He also noted that MDE will not allow the

City to pipe Tawes Drive, therefore Jaime Taylor will be installing  salt 

treated pilings.


There being no further business for discussion, Councilman Dize

made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Atkins and carried u-

nanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Prepared by Valerie Swift, Secretary
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