MINUTES


The Mayor and City Council and Department Heads met in regular session

on Wednesday, October 28, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. in the meeting room in City Hall.

PRESENT

Percy J. Purnell, Jr., Mayor

Raymond D. Anderson, Council Vice President

Kimberly B. Lawson, Councilman

Barry Dize, Councilman

LaVerne Johnson, Councilwoman

Mike Atkins, Councilman

Calvin Dize, City Manager

Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer


Also in attendance; Valerie Swift, Secretary; Mike Tabor, Chief of Police;

Harold W. Frock, Sr., Supt. Public Utilities/Works; Noah Bradshaw, Inspector; 

Richard Crumbacker; Liz Holland; H.DeWayne Whittington; Irvin Saltz; Eddie
Heath; Hatesh Patel and Kathleen Sheeran. 

PRAYER, PLEDGE & REVIEW OF AGENDA


Mayor Purnell called the meeting to order, opening with the Lord’s Prayer and the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  At this time, Mayor Purnell reviewed the Agenda for this 
evening’s meeting.

MINUTES


Mayor Purnell requested approval of the minutes from the last meeting.  At this 
time, Councilman Atkins made a motion to approve the minutes from the Public Hearing
of October 14, 2009 and the regular meeting of October 14, 2009. Motion seconded by 
Councilman Dize and carried unanimously.

1ST SESSION OF PUBLIC INPUT


No public input was offered at this time.
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS


Mike Tabor, Chief, Crisfield Police Department, presented his monthly report,

highlighting its contents.  


Councilman Lawson requested that officers focus on street lights that are out, 
reporting them to the secretary.  He also made reference to adjusting parking rates for the

downtown parking lot as well as fees and fines.  

Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer, presented her monthly report for the 1st Quar-

ter.  She also noted that the City’s annual audit is in progress.


Harold W. Frock, Sr., Superintendent of Public Utilities and Works, presented
his monthly reports.  


Mr. Frock also noted that the 36 sewer repair had helped with the recent rains.

Mr. Frock also made reference to letters sent to two property owners outside the City 

from the Sanitary District who are pumping their groundwater off into the sewer system.  
Councilman Lawson advised that anyone caught doing this should be prosecuted.  Mayor 

Purnell advised Mr. Frock to move forward with prosecuting local violators as well.

Mr. Frock also noted that Mr. Mike Cannon, Lab Operator, had received a cer-

tificate of recognition from ERA for laboratory performance in evaluation of DMRQA-

29.


Mayor Purnell advised that Mr. Cannon should receive a monetary reward.  He 
also made reference to authorizing overtime on the weekend of the recent storm.


Mr. Frock went on to review the activity report for the Department of Public

Works.  


Mr. Frock advised that pilings have been set on Tawes Drive and the City will

bulkhead.  


Councilman Lawson complimented the Police Department and Public Works and

Public Utilities for their hard work.


Councilwoman Johnson also noted that the Police Department is “on the job”

making reference to being stopped recently.

Calvin Dize, City Manager, reviewed his monthly report.  He also noted, in 
reference to the water meter project, it would be funded with stimulus money.


Noah Bradshaw, Inspector, presented his monthly report, highlighting its con-
tents.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

EXTENSION OF SOMERS COVE MOTEL SUB-LEASE AGREEMENT

Mayor Purnell made reference to concerns expressed at the last meeting about
the appearance and condition of the motel.  He advised that he had spoken with Mr.
Cockey, City Solicitor, who advised that it is the City’s decision whether or not to grant
the extension.  If the City’s doesn’t grant it, Mr. Corrado would be forced to operate it, 
but there would be no consequences.


Councilman Atkins made reference to a recent Marina Commission meeting and

noted that the previous agreement between the Marina and the Motel concerning use of
the motel pool in exchange for boat slips at the Marina had been withdrawn, as the pool

was not useable this summer.  


Councilman Atkins stated that a meeting to address concerns should be scheduled

with Mr. Corrado.


Councilwoman Johnson suggested making the extension until the Council meets

with Mr. Corrado.


Councilman Lawson commented that the motel is an insult to the Marina and it
is time to find out what the plans and schedule are for the property.


Mayor Purnell  advised that he would contact Chip Macleod tomorrow 

concerning a meeting.  

2ND READER ORDINANCE #595 PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT BOND

2009 SERIES A


At this time, Councilman Atkins made a motion to adopt Ordinance #595 for

2nd Reader.  Motion seconded by Councilwoman Johnson and carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

CONSIDERATION OF NEW DESIGN CONCEPT FOR DEPOT


Mayor Purnell advised that the City would be receiving $900K per year in Federal
Earmark funds for improvements to the depot, with the City having to provide a 20% 
match.


Mayor Purnell proposed writing an RFP to provide to local architect and engi-
neering firms.  The City would have the architect do the design, working around available 
funds. It would be designed so that it could be added on to in phases.  Mayor Purnell 
advised that the firm would get ideas from the Council, SRP Committee and public.

Councilman Atkins advised that this is a great idea and would like proposals 

itemized with realistic costs.


Councilman Lawson advised that he would like the architect to prepare a note-
book style presentation.

 
Mayor Purnell advised that he would like the RFP process started within two
weeks.  


At this time, Councilman Lawson made a motion to begin preparing the basic

RFP to re-do the depot.  Motion seconded by Councilman Dize and carried unanimously.

Motion seconded by Councilman Dize and carried unanimously.
ESTABLISHMENT OF TRICK-OR-TREAT HOURS


Mrs. Morgan noted that the office had received several calls concerning the

hours for Trick-or-Treat.  She advised that the City had never established a start time
but always asked that it end at 6:00 p.m.


After a brief discussion, Council Vice President Anderson made a motion that

the hours for Trick-or-Treat be established as 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Motion seconded

by Councilman Dize and carried unanimously.

2ND SESSION OF PUBLIC INPUT


No public input was offered at this time.

Q & A MAYOR AND COUNCIL

Councilman Lawson made reference to a meeting on Monday with the
architect and contractors for the park gazebo and picnic shelters.


Councilman Lawson advised that the landscaping on 9th Street would be

finished and Mr. John Goldsborough had a blueprint to do the other side of the

street.  

Councilman Lawson made reference to a windfall to expand the children’s

playground.  He advised that the Park Commission has $87,500 in their account.  The 

park advisory board has decided to take $37,500 for hard-scape and will be making a
grant application with Game-Time Playground Equipment for a 90% grant match.  
Equipment that is purchased will be stored and installed in the Spring.


Councilwoman Johnson advised that she had met with 20+ rehab clients and 

several members of the State Rehab program.  She noted that they were not offering

a grant, but a deferred loan.  Councilwoman Johnson noted that some of the loans

have already been processed.  


Councilwoman Johnson noted that she and Mayor Purnell attended a Census
2010 kick-off meeting at Wor-Wic last Thursday.

Mayor Purnell advised that the Positive Count Committee is to ensure that all 

people are counted for maximum State representation.


Mayor Purnell made reference to the rehab loans and advised that he would also

like to see weatherization and lead-based paint grants.


Councilwoman Johnson also noted that the Census forum addressed the issue

of counting people who are homeless.

Councilman Atkins commented that on a recent trip to D.C. he had observed two
windmills on the White House mall lawn.


Councilman Atkins also made reference to the annexation plat.  Mayor Purnell
advised that this is being worked on.


Councilman Atkins inquired about the Armory purchase issue.  Mayor Purnell

advised that he had spoken with Izzy Patoka and Del. Norman Conway who advised that

the State wants it to become property of the City.


Councilman Lawson made reference to Food Lion and finding out the cost of 

putting the four telephone poles between the corner of Jacksonville Road and the Mill

Lane ditch, underground.


Mayor Purnell advised Mr. Bradshaw to check with the developer, Mr. Brantley

Tilghman.


There being no further business for discussion, Councilman Dize made a motion

to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Atkins and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 7:42 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Prepared by Valerie Swift, Secretary
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