MINUTES

The Mayor and City Council met in regular session on Wednesday, November

10, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. in the meeting room in City Hall.

PRESENT

Percy J. Purnell, Jr., Mayor

LaVerne Johnson, Council Vice President

Barry Dize, Councilman
Kimberly B. Lawson, Councilman

Mike Atkins, Councilman

Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Robin Cockey, City Solicitor

Noah Bradshaw, Inspector


Also in attendance;  Valerie Swift, Secretary; Richard Crumbacker; Liz Hol-
land; Russell Ward; Ray Handy; Allen & Darlene Tyler; George Marshall; James S.

Lane; Phillip Goldsborough; Margo Green-Gale; and Irving Saltz.

INVOCATION, LORD’S PRAYER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


Mayor Purnell called the meeting to order with the Lord’s Prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.  He noted that Councilman Anderson was absent due to a work emergen-cy.  
APPROVAL OF  MINUTES


Mayor Purnell requested approval of the minutes from the last meeting of October 27th, 2010.  Approval so moved by Council Vice President Johnson, seconded by Councilman Atkins and carried unanimously.

READING OF PROCLAMATION – ASSATEAGUE TRIBE


At this time, Mayor Purnell read aloud a Proclamation for the Assateague Tribe designating November 26th as Native American Heritage month.  Councilman Atkins made a motion to adopt the proclamation.  Motion seconded by Councilman Dize and carried unanimously.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS


2nd READER - ORDINANCE #598 – Mr. Cockey advised to defer any further action due to new legislation from the State.  He advised the Mayor and Council to bring this back in January.


At this time, Councilman Atkins made a motion to table 2nd reader of Ordinance 598, to be brought back in January.   Motion seconded by Councilman Lawson and carried unanimously.


CHARTER AMENDMENT RESOLUTIONS – 

Mr. Cockey reviewed a Resolution for Charter Amendment C2-1.  He noted that Charter Amendment Resolutions must be posted for 40 days, run in the paper four times, and go into effect after 50 days, if no referendum is petitioned.

At this time, Councilman Atkins made a motion to accept the Resolution amending C2-1.   Motion seconded by Council Vice President Johnson and carried unanimously.


Mr. Cockey reviewed a Resolution amending C2-4.  At this time, Councilman Lawson made a motion to adopt the Resolution amending C2-4.  Motion seconded by Councilman Atkins and carried unanimously.

Mr. Cockey reviewed a Resolution amending C5-12.  At this time, Councilman Atkins made a motion to adopt a Resolution amending C5-12.  Motion seconded by Council Vice President Johnson and carried unanimously. 

Councilman Lawson commented that these Charter changes, which probably should have been Resolutions in the beginning, are not to be taken lightly in their amendment.



Mr. Cockey reviewed for 2nd Reader, an Ordinance amending section 112-75 of the Code – “Signs Permitted Without Permit” .

Per Council discussion, it was determined that “on an ongoing basis” should be
deleted.  Mr. Cockey advised that he would prepare a corrected Ordinance.  At this time, Councilman Lawson made a motion to adopt for 2nd Reader an Ordinance amending Section 112-75 of the Code – “Signs Permitted Without Permit”.  Motion seconded by Councilman Atkins and carried unanimously.

Mr. Cockey reviewed an Ordinance Amending Section B of Appendix A;
Specifications and Design Standards for Roads, Streets and Improvements.


Councilman Lawson inquired if the sidewalk behind curb and gutter would be 5 feet.  Mr. Bradshaw, Inspector, advised that it would.


At this time, Council Vice President Johnson made a motion that the Ordinance be adopted for First Reader.  Motion seconded by Councilman Atkins.


During discussion, Councilman Lawson made reference to ADA requirements
if a four foot sidewalk already exists or the right of way doesn’t allow five feet.  Mr. Bradshaw advised that there are other ways to meet ADA requirements


Motion then carried unanimously.


Mr. Cockey reviewed for the Mayor and Council an Ordinance for First Reader concerning Campaign Finance regulation.  He noted that it was modeled after the Ordinance used by the City of Salisbury.


Councilman Lawson commented that the Ordinance does a good job for disclosure of money, but may make running for an office more trouble than it is worth.  He made reference to making the rules briefer.  Mr. Cockey concurred that this is too harsh for a small municipality.  Councilman Lawson suggested waiting until the new Ethics Laws come out in January.  Mr. Cockey advised that he would review the new laws and then report back in January.


At this time, Councilman Atkins made a motion to table the Campaign Finance Ordinance for further review.  Motion seconded by Councilman Lawson and carried unanimously.
MAYOR’S ANNEXATION PROPOSAL

Mayor Purnell reiterated his proposal concerning annexation of properties; no taxes unless the property changes hands and the paying of Front Footage to the County.

He commented that the City is not growing but expenses are increasing 10 to 15% per year.  Mayor Purnell advised that he had received suggestions about putting limits on the amount of years to go without taxes, some people are against it all together, and some like the idea.  He noted that it would not be mandatory and properties would be annexed on a case by case basis. 

Mr. Cockey commented that the policy should be standard.


Councilman Lawson commented that since the Sanitary District Agreement in 1976, the City has no control over the water that is used in the County.  He noted that less than 50% of City residents have to pay taxes and the Mayor’s proposal offers the best opportunity to increase the size of the City.  Councilman Lawson commented that he supports the Mayor’s proposal because people outside City limits receive City services anyway.  He also made reference to the fact that the County does not share its’ revenues with the City, other than the portion paid for Ambulance personnel.

Councilman Atkins commented that he is glad for the Mayor’s vision which makes sense, long-term.


Council Vice President Johnson noted that she has been hearing comments that people would annex and keep the property so they didn’t have to pay taxes.

Councilman Dize also commented that people are receiving the same services not living in the City, so he supports the plan.


Council Vice President Johnson commented that there should be a stipulation as to when property owners would begin paying taxes.


Mayor Purnell requested that Mr. Cockey research the proposal to make sure it is legal.

NEW BUSINESS


Mayor Purnell made reference to the need for approval of the re-appointment of an incumbent to the Housing Authority Board by December 1st.


Mayor Purnell reviewed the Event Application Request for the annual Christmas Parade.  Approval so moved by Councilman Lawson, seconded by Councilman Dize and carried unanimously. 
It was also noted that they could put the show-mobile on the lot, if it was not wet.

PUBLIC INPUT


Russell Ward commented that he had served on the Sanitary District Commission when the agreement was established, and the State made the City treat the sewer.

Ray Handy commented that if only 50% of people in the City are paying taxes, the City should impose a 1% sales tax to obtain a fee from the rest.


Mr. Cockey noted that only the State can impose taxes.


Alan Tyler commented that he does not feel it is fair to wait for annexed properties to change hands before they have to pay taxes.


Ray Handy suggested getting a petition to take to Princess Anne.

Q&A MAYOR AND COUNCIL


Mayor Purnell commented that he had met with the State concerning the dock.

He also made reference to some MDE issues that are being addressed concerning the Industrial Park.   Mayor Purnell also noted that the City has received $75K in Community Legacy funds for sidewalk for downtown revitalization.

Mayor Purnell also noted that a decision needs to be made concerning Line Drive at the next meeting.


There being no further business for discussion, Councilman Atkins made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Council Vice President Johnson and carried unanimously.







Respectfully submitted,







Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Prepared by Valerie Swift, Secretary
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