MINUTES

The Mayor and City Council met in regular session on Wednesday, January 11, 

2012 at 6:00 p.m. in the meeting room in City Hall.

PRESENT

Percy J. Purnell, Jr., Mayor

LaVerne Johnson, Council Vice President

Raymond Anderson, Councilman

Kimberly B. Lawson, Councilman

Mike Atkins, Councilman
Mark Konapelsky, Councilman

Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Mike Tabor, Chief of Police

Noah Bradshaw, Inspector

Robin Cockey, City Solicitor


Also in attendance;  Valerie Swift, Secretary; Attorney, Michael Sullivan; Dan

Kuebler; Erik Emely; Richard Crumbacker; Robert Hooks; James Lane; Lamont Potter;

Irving Saltz; Arnold Ajello; Bobby Goldsborough; Phillip Goldsborough; Eddie and Sue

Heath and Liz Holland.

INVOCATION, LORD’S PRAYER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & APPROVAL OF

MINUTES


Mayor Purnell called the meeting to order, opening with the Lord’s Prayer and the

Pledge of Allegiance followed by approval of the minutes

Mayor Purnell noted that on page 4, it should be 750 KW not 75.  At this time, 

Councilman Atkins made a motion to approve the minutes with the necessary correction.

Motion seconded by Councilman Anderson and carried unanimously.  
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS


Chief Mike Tabor, Crisfield Police Department, presented his monthly report and
review of crime stats.  He noted that crime is down, though there was a flare up in Sep-

tember and October.  Chief Tabor went on to review the power point slides for his report,
of various achievements and activities in the department for the year.

Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer, presented and reviewed her financial report 

for the first 6 months of the fiscal year.


Mayor Purnell noted that Mr. Frock was out with his wife, who had surgery.

Mayor Purnell also noted that as shown in the garbage report, landfill costs are slowly
reducing.


Noah Bradshaw, Inspector, presented his monthly report, highlighting its con-

tents.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS


Mayor Purnell presented for 2nd reader the speed limit ordinance.  


Councilman Atkins made reference to the need for having a 15mph speed limit

in front of Woodson.


Councilman Konapelsky commented that he doesn’t feel it needs to be lowered

there.


After further brief discussion, Councilman Atkins made a motion to adopt the 

speed limit ordinance for 2nd reader, with the necessary modifications.   Motion second-

ed by Councilman Lawson and carried unanimously.


Councilman Lawson noted that the 15 minute school zone areas need to be

posted and lined.

NEW BUSINESS


Councilman Lawson read aloud a letter from Crisfield resident Susie Ruddy, 

requesting a street light for her property on Lorie Quinn Drive.  Councilman Lawson

advised that he feels the City either needs to look at obtaining solar lighting, which

Mr. Bradshaw could check into or have DP & L put up the light.


Councilman Konapelsky commented that as a neighbor, he doesn’t agree that

a light is needed there making reference to light pollution.  


Councilman Atkins inquired if solar lighting would give enough light.

Council Vice President Johnson commented that it is dark in that area.  Councilman

Atkins suggested seeing how other neighbors would feel about additional lighting and

requested that the matter be tabled.  He then made a motion to that effect, seconded by

Councilman Anderson and carried unanimously.

Hazard Mitigation Resolution #393 – Mr. Noah Bradshaw, Inspector, presented

the Somerset County Hazard Mitigation Resolution as the County requires the City to

adopt.


Approval for adoption so moved by Councilman Atkins, seconded by Councilman

Konapelsky and carried unanimously.


Mayor Purnell presented slides concerning converting the old street sweeper into

a dump truck and snowplow for a cost of $26,009.  

After a brief discussion, Councilman Konapelsky made a motion to follow 

through with getting this done.   Motion seconded by Councilman and carried unani-

mously.  


Councilman Lawson then made a motion that funding for this sweeper conversion

be taken out of the General Fund, not from Impact Fees.  Motion seconded by Council

Vice President Johnson and carried unanimously.


Request for EDU from Lawrence Wilkins – Mr. Bradshaw presented a slide from

Mr. Wilkins requesting an EDU for his property located at 116 Chesapeake Avenue.  Mr.

Bradshaw noted that Mr. Wilkins wants to put a house there and had already paid his 

hook-up fees.  

After a brief discussion, Councilman Anderson made a motion to approve the

EDU request.   Motion seconded by Council Vice President Johnson and carried unani-

mously.


Water Meter and Depot Presentation – Mayor Purnell reviewed slides concern-

ing information regarding water meters and the depot as provided by the City’s engineer,
Jason Loar.


Board of Zoning Appeals and Planning Commission Rates – Mayor Purnell made

reference to the cost prohibitive fees incurred by the applicant for scheduling Planning

Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals hearing.  He noted that these fees are cheaper

in other counties and requested that Mr. Bradshaw obtain information.


Property Discussion – Mayor Purnell reviewed slides concerning property located

at Carvel Hall that was leased, located at the south west corner.

After a brief discussion, Councilman Lawson made a motion that the City pursue

this property as indicated on the power point slide. (copy of slide as follows)


“The property owner is willing to allow us to continue to use the land at Carvel Hall rent free if we allow them to continue to collect the rent on the sign. I would like to enter into an agreement to accomplish this. I would also like eventually to enter into a land swap agreement using some of the land we purchased for the land inside the fencing at Carvel Hall.”

Motion seconded by Councilman Konapelsky and carried unanimously.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Councilman Konapelsky made reference to the public hearing held earlier this

evening concerning changes to the State of Maryland Ethics regulations and made a mo-

tion instructing Mr. Cockey, City Solicitor,  to pursue the procedure for opting out of

this requirement and also that an update as to the progress be given to the Mayor and 

Council every thirty days.  Motion seconded by Councilman Lawson and carried 

unanimously.


Mayor Purnell asked Mr. Cockey if the ethics regs. would apply if the Mayor

and Council didn’t get paid.  Mr. Cockey advised that it would still apply.


Councilman Lawson read aloud the ethics article that was in the County Times

concerning the Ethics issue.
PUBLIC INPUT

Mr. Robert Hooks made reference to a possible water leak on Chesapeake and

3rd Street.


Mr. Dan Kuebler made reference to the move for the closing of Crisfield High

School and asked for the Mayor and City Council’s support against it.  He advised that
the next Board meeting is on January 17th at Greenwood School.

At this time, Councilman Atkins made a motion that the Mayor and Council

support the opposition of the closing and consolidation of Washington and Crisfield High

School.  Motion seconded by Councilman Konapelsky and carried unanimously.
MAYOR AND COUNCIL Q&A AND REPORT

Councilman Lawson made reference to the 140 Anniversary of the City of

Crisfield and noted that Mr. Mike Headley has been working with Noah concerning

celebration events.


Councilman Lawson made reference to a news article about the “to do” list

in Annapolis which was a 15 cent increase in the gasoline tax, even though the State
had depleted the Transportation Fund and took $225K from the City in Highway User

Revenues.  He noted that also on the list was the proposed increase of the Flush Tax

from $2.50 per month to $7.50 and also the limiting of septic systems, which would 

limit the City’s growth.


Council Vice President Johnson wished everyone a Happy New Year.


There being no further business for discussion, Councilman Atkins made a motion 

to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Konapelsky and carried unanimously.






Respectfully submitted,






Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Prepared by Valerie Swift, Secretary
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