MINUTES

The Mayor and Council and Department Heads met in regular session on Wed-

nesday, January 26, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. in the meeting room in City Hall.

Percy J. Purnell, Jr., Mayor

LaVerne Johnson, Council Vice President

Raymond D. Anderson, Councilman

Barry Dize, Councilman

Kimberly B. Lawson, Councilman

Mike Atkins, Councilman

Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Mike Tabor, Chief of Police

Harold W. Frock, Sr., Superintendent of Public Utilities/Works

Noah Bradshaw, Inspector

Also in attendance;  Valerie Swift, Secretary; Norman Smith; Calvin Rayfield; 

Doug Crockett; Liz Holland; Bobby Goldsborough; John Dize; George Friedley; Robert

Hooks; Norris Howard, Sr., Eddie Heath; Richard Crumbacker; and James S. Lane.


Mayor Purnell called the meeting to order with the Lord’s Prayer and the Pledge

of Allegiance.  Mayor Purnell reviewed the agenda for the meeting.

Mayor Purnell requested approval of the minutes from the special meeting of 

December 30th and January 12th.  Councilman Lawson made a motion to approve the 

minutes from both meetings.  Motion seconded by Councilman Atkins and carried unani-

mously.

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS


CHIEF MIKE TABOR, CRISFIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT, presented his 

monthly report.  He reviewed crime statistics and noted that Crisfield has the lowest 

crime rate in 30 years.  Chief Tabor noted that the Department is constantly following up

on crimes.

Mayor Purnell commended Chief Tabor on the work that he does noting that the 

Chief has a Masters in Criminal Justice from Johns Hopkins. 


JOYCE L. MORGAN, CLERK-TREASURER, presented the Budget for the first

six months of the fiscal year with a detailed explanation.


HAROLD W. FROCK, SR., SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES, pre-

sented his monthly report, highlighting its contents.  Mayor Purnell commented that the 

City is waiting on MDE concerning water meter installation at the Housing Authority.


Mr. Frock also commented concerning the high cost of treatment chemicals.

Mayor Purnell commented that the cost is being kept down by management.  Mr. Frock

also noted that chemical use is flow-based, therefore more are used when there is heavy

rain.


Mayor Purnell noted that a grant to MDE was submitted for the continuation of

the 36 sewer replacement.


Mr. Frock also made reference to a problem with excessive residential garbage

and advised that the City needs to enforce the 2 can rule.  He suggested tagging cans,

pushing recycling and charging an additional $1.50 per month for extra cans.


Mayor Purnell stated that recycling would cut the City’s cost at the landfill con-

curring that the City needs to enforce the rules of using a can with a bag and a lid, as

well as recycling.


The Council concurred that they agree with enforcement of the can rule, but

that enforcement of recycling would be hard.  Councilwoman Johnson commented that
enforcement has to start somewhere.


Councilman Lawson commented that Monday and Tuesday is devoted to garbage 

pick up, with people calling who get their trash out late, but the public doesn’t see gar-
bage as a problem since the collection fee is so low.  He made reference to forming a 

committee to look at the real cost of garbage collection.  Council Vice President Johnson

commented that she doesn’t feel a committee is needed; just a decision made.  Council-

man Atkins suggested trying to negotiate the landfill fee with the County.

Continuing with his report, Mr. Frock also noted that the MDE inspection at the
plant went well.  He noted that Mr. Mike Cannon is responsible for the positive MDE 

report and training of lab men.


MR. NOAH BRADSHAW, INSPECTOR, presented his monthly report, high-

lighting its contents.  

Councilman Lawson made reference to removal of the water tower on the old 

Carvel Hall site and made a motion to put it out on bids for demo, removal and paying for 

the scrap steel.
  Motion seconded by Council Vice President Johnson and carried unani-
mously.  

Mayor Purnell noted that he had signed the MDE paperwork today for them to

access the property for clean up of the site.  He advised that this would be done with 

Brownfield funds.


Councilman Lawson thanked Mayor Purnell for obtaining an opinion from Mr. 
Cockey concerning the City Manager position.


Mayor Purnell also made reference to a letter submitted with the grant application

for the 36 sewer and advised that he would get a narrative to the press.


Councilman Dize praised the Department Heads on the good job that they do.
NEW BUSINESS - APPOINTEMENTS

AUDIT REPORT – SCOTT TAWES

Mr. Scott Tawes presented the audit for the City of Crisfield for the fiscal year

ending June 30, 2010.  He noted that the City had received an “Unqualified Opinion”.

Mr. Tawes reviewed various areas of the Budget along with the comment letter.

BURN PERMIT


Mr. Bradshaw, Inspector, made reference to the issuance of Burn Permits and

advised that he doesn’t feel that the City needs to issue permits, just address burning in

the City Code.  The Council concurred that Mr. Cockey should be directed to draft an 
Ordinance.

PUBLIC INPUT


Mr. Norman Smith commented that the speeding problem on Wynfall Avenue is

getting worse.  He noted that the running of radar there had been helpful.


Mr. Bradshaw suggested painting hash marks on the street and advised that he 
would look into it. 


Mr. George Friedley suggested speed reduction signs.  He also commented that

the City should re-enforce the use of recycle bins.

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORT


Councilman Lawson made reference to the Fireman’s Banquet to be held this
Saturday and noted President Hickman’s hard work to hold spending in line.  Council-

man Lawson then made a motion that City Keys be presented to the Fire Company in

appreciation of their hard work.  Motion seconded by Councilman Anderson and carried

unanimously.


Councilman Lawson made a recommendation to Mr. Bradshaw, that while having

the insulation put in the City garage, consideration be given to having sprinklers installed 

in the building where large equipment is stored.  Mr. Bradshaw advised that he already 
had a meeting scheduled with the Fire Marshall.


Mayor Purnell thanked Councilman Dize for serving on the City Council and
advised that he understands the conflict of his work schedule.  Councilman Anderson

commented that he will miss Councilman Dize.


Councilman Dize commented that he appreciates being elected.


Councilman Atkins thanked Chief Tabor for all of his efforts in solving crime.

He also noted that Del. Norman Conway will be sponsoring a bill concerning use of

golf carts, which will require a drivers license and can only be used during the day.

Councilman Atkins made reference to the recent hate crime, which was an attempted

murder and the issue of convicted felons living in the Housing Authority.  Councilman

Anderson stated that this is against Housing Authority regulations, but is not enforced.

Councilman Anderson also commented that U.S. Marshalls have come in and will be

in the Housing Authority until all felons are removed.


Councilman Atkins thanked Councilman Dize for his years of service.


There being no further business for discussion, Councilman Lawson made a mo-
tion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Anderson and carried unanimously.







Respectfully submitted,







Joyce L. Morgan,







Clerk-Treasurer

Prepared by Valerie Swift, Secretary
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