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MINUTES

	The Mayor and City Council met in regular session on Wednesday, 

February 8, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. in the meeting room in City Hall.

PRESENT

LaVerne Johnson, Council Vice President
Raymond D. Anderson, Councilman
Kimberly B. Lawson, Councilman
Mike Atkins, Councilman
Mark Konapelsky, Councilman
Mike Tabor, Chief of Police
Noah Bradshaw, Inspector
Robin Cockey, City Solicitor

	Also in attendance; Valerie Swift, Secretary; Michael Sullivan, Attorney; 

Liz Holland; Richard Crumbacker; Robert Hooks; Arnold Ajello; Irving Saltz;

Lamont Potter.  Absent;  Mayor Purnell – attending MML Winter Convention.

	Council Vice President Johnson called the meeting to order opening with

The Lord’s Prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.  

	At this time, Council Vice President Johnson requested approval of the

Minutes from the January 11, 2012 meetings at 5:15 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.

Councilman Konapelsky noted a correction on page 2 of the 5:15 p.m. meeting.

He then made a motion for approval of the 5:15 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. regular 

meeting with the necessary corrections.  Motion seconded by Councilman Law-

son and carried unanimously.  

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS

	Councilwoman Johnson advised that Mr. Bradshaw, Inspector, would be

presenting his report first, as he had to go out of town for a meeting tomorrow.

	At this time, Mr. Bradshaw presented his report, highlighting its contents.

Mr. Bradshaw also presented a request for ingress/egress at the small boat har-

bor from Dennis Marshall.  Mr. Bradshaw reviewed his credentials and

recommended that Council give him approval.

	 Mr. Bradshaw also made reference to plans for the City of Crisfield’s

140th Birthday celebration.

	Chief Mike Tabor, presented his monthly report highlighting various

statistics.  He also made reference to the Domestic Violence Lethality Assess-

ment Program.

	Councilman Lawson thanked the Chief for providing the pole light reports.  

	Council Vice President Johnson commended the Chief on the Department’s

Work.  She also noted that the Department sends out letters of condolence to

the bereaved in the community.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

ETHICS APPEAL – FOLLOW UP

	Mr. Cockey, City Solicitor, noted that the Ethics hearing is scheduled for

May 10th in Annapolis.  The Council inquired about attending.  Mr. Cockey advised

that he will check to make sure attendance is permitted.

	Mr. Cockey and Mr. Sullivan advised that the Mayor and Council need to 

do a work session prior to the hearing since a customized approach is needed.

Councilman Atkins suggested April 30th.  Mr. Cockey added that a work session

and Closed session would be needed.  

STREET LIGHT REQUEST

	A lengthy discussion followed concerning last meetings request for a 

street light from Ms. Suzy Ruddy, as presented by Councilman Kim Lawson.

Councilman Lawson commented that Ms. Ruddy has a full and part time job; 

the Council can spend up to $4000;  and he feels we can afford her a $900

light.  He added that she is a voter, property owner and tax payer.

	Councilman Konapelsky commented that he disagrees and feels this

is flawed logic.  He advised that she should have come before the Mayor and

Council to make her request clear.

	Councilman Atkins suggested that Ms. Ruddy come in and make her

request specific.  Council Vice President Johnson commented that she thought

Ms. Ruddy wanted the light for security.

	At this time, Council Vice President Johnson made a motion to table

the issue in order for Ms. Ruddy to appear before the Mayor and Council to

make her request specific.  Motion seconded by Councilman Konapelsky and

carried unanimously.  

CONTRACT – DAVIS, BOWEN AND FRIEDEL

	Councilman Atkins briefed on the meeting with Engineer Jason Loar and

noted that some fees had been scaled back, some were the same and there 

were fees for services added.

	 Mr. Cockey advised that the proposal should include a schedule of rates

and general condition.  He advised to make sure the cost is proportionate to the

risk.  

	Councilman Atkins inquired about Mr. Cockey reviewing the contract.  Mr. 

Cockey advised that it needs to be reviewed.

	After further discussion, Councilman Atkins made a motion to table the

award of any additional funding, pending  Mr. Cockey’s  review.  Motion seconded

by Councilman Konapelsky and carried unanimously.  

TOURISM COMMISSION VACANCY

	Councilman Lawson made reference to the this vacancy and commented

that you need to consider all openings with vacancies such as EDC, the Park

Advisory Board, Tourism Commission, Events Planner, Planning & Zoning and

BZA  and School Advisory, etc.  Councilman Atkins advised that their role is also

needed. Councilman Lawson then made a motion that the list be prepared.  Motion 

seconded  by Councilman Atkins and carried unanimously.

REQUEST FOR INGRESS/EGRESS FOR DENNY MARSHALL

	Councilman Lawson made reference to the request for ingress/egress as

presented earlier by Mr. Bradshaw and made a motion to grant the request as

he meets the criteria.  Motion seconded by Councilman Konapelsky and carried

unanimously.
PUBLIC INPUT

	No Public Input was offered.

MAYOR AND COUNCIL  Q & A AND REPORT

	Councilman Atkins advised that there is a meeting concerning Broadband

on Thursday, March 8th, 10:00 a.m. at the Westover behavioral center.

	Councilman Konapelsky commented about the many stresses in the City

such as the issue concerning merging Crisfield High School.  He advised that good

people came together and we held our own.

	Councilman Lawson made reference to the Red Speed Camera system and

noted that SHA will not be doing the lines or signage, but will be showing us how

to do them.  

	Councilman Lawson noted that on March 27, 2012, Crisfield will celebrate

its 140th Birthday.  He noted that there had never been any celebrations before, 

and suggested a budget line item of $750 to be used for the purchase of buttons,

mugs, etc.

	At this time, Councilman Lawson made a motion for the line item adjust-

ment for the 140th year celebration.  Motion seconded by Councilman Anderson

and carried unanimously.

	Councilman Lawson made reference to parents, students, service clubs

etc., coming together against the merger of Crisfield High School.

	He commented that the Mayor and Council are beat up for the erosion of

business, lack of paving, etc., and went on to government jobs lost to 

centralization in the last 50 to 75 years and commented that the City needs

to advocate for every job that leaves here.  He commented that without

local money being made and spent here, things will only get worse.  Councilman

Lawson commented that the City needs to look at everything that leaves here

and be in tune with job creation.

	Council Vice President Johnson commented that Crisfield High School is

an asset to the community.

	There being no further business for discussion, Councilman Lawson made a

motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Anderson and carried unanimously.

	Meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

						Respectfully submitted,

						Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer
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