MINUTES

The Mayor and Council met in regular session on Wednesday, February

9, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. in the meeting room in City Hall.

PRESENT

Percy J. Purnell, Jr., Mayor

LaVerne Johnson, Council Vice President

Kimberly Lawson, Councilman

Mike Atkins, Councilman

Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Robin Cockey, City Solicitor


Also in attendance; Valerie Swift, Secretary; Liz Holland; Richard Crumbacker;
Tillie Doyle; Robert Hooks; Irving Saltz; John Dize; Margo Green-Gale; Arnold Ajello;

K. King Burnett; Tom Farina; Susan Sterling; Bobby Goldsborough; Phillip Golds-

borough; Mr. & Mrs. Joe Tyler. Mayor Purnell noted that Councilman Anderson was 

absent due to illness.


Mayor Purnell called the meeting to order with the Lord’s Prayer and the Pledge

of Allegiance.  Mayor Purnell requested approval of the minutes from the Regular meet-
ing of January 26, 2011 and the Special Meetings of January 31, 2011.  Councilman Law-

son made a motion to accept the minutes as written.  Motion seconded by Councilman 

Atkins and carried unanimously. 
PRESENTATION OF CITY KEYS TO K. KING BURNETT


Mayor Purnell presented the Keys to the City to Mr. K. King Burnett for his

generous donation of five lots next to the City Park.

RECOGNITION OF TOM FARINA


Council Vice President Johnson thanked Mr. Tom Farina for the extra work he

had done on building a Housing Rehab home.  She noted that he had gone the extra mile

in the construction of the Labo dwelling.  Mr. Farina noted that at this day and time, you 

need to do the best job that you can do.


Councilman Lawson also noted that Council Vice President Johnson had worked

hard on the Housing Rehab program from the very beginning.  He noted that some of the

houses were not worth rehabbing, therefore new ones were constructed.  Councilman 

Lawson also noted that Mr. Farina was not required to dress the property up, but he made

things better than required.


Council Vice President Johnson noted that the applicants got to choose their own

contractor.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS -  2nd Reader Annexation Ordinance 605


Mayor Purnell made reference to the annexation proposal as a way to “grow

the City”.  He commented that the Ordinance gives the opportunity to negotiate with

persons interested in Annexation.  In the proposal, the property owner would pay for

water, sewer and garbage, but no taxes, as long as they own it.  If the property is sold, 

it then becomes taxable.  Mayor Purnell noted that he had received two letters of oppo-
sition.  He noted that annexation would be done on an individual, case-by-case basis, 
requested by the property owner, not mandatory.


Mr. Cockey advised that the Ordinance amends the City Code of the City’s

intentions of the condition of annexation.  He advised that the annexation agreement

can be customized on a case by case basis at the Mayor and Council’s discretion.  Mr.

Cockey also noted that the Mayor and Council have the authority to do this without

the Ordinance.


Councilman Lawson inquired about meeting with the Planning Commission con-

cerning the Annexation Agreement.  Mr. Cockey advised that it is okay to get input from

them but it is feasible to take it case by case so that the City isn’t bound in any way.


Councilman Lawson commented that people need to be familiar with the agree-

ment.  Mr. Cockey noted that the agreement wouldn’t be in the City Code but should

be explicit in detail.

Council Vice President inquired if an Ordinance is needed.  Mr. Cockey advised

that it is helpful to have an Ordinance.

With no further discussion, Councilman Lawson made a motion to adopt Ordi-

nance 605 for 2nd Reader.   Motion seconded by Councilman Atkins and carried unani-

mously.

NEW BUSINESS – FLOOD PLAIN ORDINANCE 606


Mr. Bradshaw, Inspector, reviewed briefly the new Flood Plain Ordinance.  He
noted that it would be available outside of the Code Book.


Councilman Lawson noted that when FEMA representatives were there, they

had provided an insurance scale based on elevation.


After further brief discussion, Council Vice President Johnson made a motion to

adopt Ordinance 606 for First Reader. Motion seconded by Councilman Atkins and car-

ried unanimously.


Council Vice President Johnson presented an update on the housing rehab status.
She noted that the State had also done some homes outside of City limits.  She ad-
vised that 8 cases out of 22 applications were being processed, some of which were re-

pairs.   Council Vice President Johnson advised that applications are still being accepted.  

She added that she is proud of the project.


Councilman Lawson noted that 15 of the applications were cancelled for various

reasons; some cancelled themselves, some had tax liens, delinquent mortgage, or didn’t

own the property.  He noted that applicants had to be credit worthy.  He commended

Council Vice President Johnson on her hard work.

PUBLIC INPUT

Mr. Robert Hooks made reference to the status of the police car grant and the

stalled police cars.  He suggested leasing cars.  Mr. Hooks also requested that he be

considered for the vacant council seat.


Mayor Purnell advised that the grant has been processed and USDA is waiting

on the money.

Q&A MAYOR AND COUNCIL

Councilman Atkins commented that the County Commissioners are raising the

cost of the landfill tipping fee.  He made reference to the meeting on January 31st con-

cerning the cost of garbage collection and noted that this service should pay for itself.

Councilman Atkins stated that $3.00 per month does not pay for the service and the cost

will have to increase.


Councilman Lawson advised that the Library Board met today concerning the
next phase. He advised that a steering committee is to be formed and asked that skilled

people who would like to serve send a letter of interest to the Library Board.


Councilman Lawson made reference to the terrible winter and the condition
of roads, which would be given some attention in the next 3-4 weeks.


Councilman Lawson noted that concrete had been poured at the Children’s

Playground on Monday.  He also noted that they are waiting on Verizon for under-

ground utilities at the park.  Councilman Lawson noted that the City had received the

additional $12K on the second park grant.


He also made reference to the Community Legacy Grant for sidewalks on 7th,

8th and Norris Harbor and blueprints will be done for those.


Mayor Purnell reviewed a worksheet on garbage expenses.  He noted that the

$3.00 monthly charge barely covers the landfill feel, but doesn’t cover labor, vehicle

depreciation or fuel.  He stated that taxes are subsidizing garbage collection.  Mayor

Purnell commented that he doesn’t want to raise taxes.  He added that the City has

lost its share of State Highway User revenue and retirement increased by $40K, with 

the tax base going down.  He commented that people can dispose of their own gar-

bage and have the charge taken off their water bill.  Mayor Purnell noted that the cost

at the landfill is $52.00 per ton.  He requested public input concerning the matter.


Mayor Purnell noted that the MOU from the Department of Transportation

in reference to the depot, had been signed and returned.  He advised that a letter concern-

ing the industrial park had been sent to MDE.  He also noted that MDE would be here

Thursday to do the decontamination project at Carvel Hall.  Mayor Purnell also advised

that the tide gate application will go out this week.


Mayor Purnell noted that grant paperwork has gone in to MDE for the continu-

ation of the 36 sewer project, the lift station and the forcemain.


Mr. Cockey noted that he had been City Solicitor for twenty years and thanked

the City for allowing him to serve.


There being no further business for discussion, Councilman Atkins made a motion

to adjourn, seconded by Council Vice President Johnson and carried unanimously.






Respectfully submitted,






Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Prepared by Valerie Swift, Secretary
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