MINUTES

The Mayor and City Council met in regular session on Wednesday, March

10, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. in the meeting room in City Hall.

PRESENT

Percy J. Purnell, Jr., Mayor

Raymond D. Anderson, Council Vice President

Kimberly B. Lawson, Councilman
Barry Dize, Councilman
LaVerne Johnson, Councilwoman
Mike Atkins, Councilman

Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Also in attendance;  Valerie Swift, Secretary; Noah Bradshaw, Inspector; Eddie
Heath; Kathleen Sheeran; Richard Crumbacker; David & Carolyn Marquis; Irvin Saltz; 

Liz Holland; Doug Crockett; Arnold Ajello and Alan Golsborough.

LORD’S PRAYER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


Mayor Purnell called the meeting to order with the Lord’s Prayer and the Pledge 

of Allegiance.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Mayor Purnell requested approval of the minutes from the last meeting.  Approval

so moved by Councilman Atkins, seconded by Council Vice President Anderson and car-

ried unanimously.

1ST SESSION OF PUBLIC INPUT


No public input was offered at this time.

NEW BUSINESS

ELECTRICTY PROPOSAL APPI ENERGY


Mrs. Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer, reviewed the electricity proposal for the
City as submitted by APPI energy. (copy on file)  She also noted that she had been wait-

ing for a proposal from Energy Trust, but the gentleman had become ill and not submitted

the proposal.


Mr. Bradshaw, Inspector, noted that the City is one year away from the proposed

wind turbine becoming operational.  Mayor Purnell explained that the City is working on

the installation of a 1.5M wind turbine at the WWTP which would save tremendously on
electric bills.


Mayor Purnell advised that a decision concerning the electricity proposal would 

be deferred for the next meeting in order to hear from the other gentleman.

EVENT APPLICATIONS

Mayor Purnell reviewed event applications from Jerry Hardesty for events to be

held on 10th Street on April 24th, June 19th and September 11th. Council Vice President

Anderson made a motion to approve the April 24th event with approval of the next two,
consecutively.  Motion seconded by Councilwoman Johnson and carried unanimously.


Mayor Purnell reviewed an event application for the annual Little League opening

day parade on May 1st.  Approval so moved by Councilman Atkins, seconded by 

Councilman Dize and carried unanimously.


Mayor Purnell reviewed an event application for the 3rd annual Soft Shell Metric

Century bike ride to be held on Sat. May 29th.  Approval so moved by Councilman 

Lawson, seconded by Council Vice President Anderson and carried unanimously.


Mayor Purnell reviewed and event application for the annual Pride Lodge #194
Organization Day Weekend parade on April 18th.  Approval so moved by Council Vice

President Anderson, seconded by Councilman Atkins and carried unanimously.


Mayor Purnell made reference to recent ongoing problems with Charter Com-

munication service.  He noted that he will be attending a meeting in Easton next Thurs-

day concerning utilities.  Mayor Purnell advised that fiber optic is needed in order to get

digital services.


Mayor Purnell made reference to Assisted Living facilities in Crisfield and ad-
vised that the last one was opposed due to being tax exempt.


Mayor Purnell advised that Mr. Scott Tawes has offered to build one on Locust

Street; he would be the owner and would pay taxes.


Mayor Purnell advised that no Council decision is needed.  

Mayor Purnell also advised, on a promising note, that the City had been contacted 
by MDE concerning the 36 Sewer asking for pipe sizes.


Councilman Lawson made reference to last year’s loss of highway revenue, with

no anticipated relief from the State as well as loss of tax income.  Mayor Purnell advised

that no tax income will be lost.


Councilman Lawson advised that a meeting is needed to look for sources of 

funding to pave streets, with infrastructure.


Mayor Purnell suggested bringing in American Paving to do a street paving 

inventory so the Council can decide to either patch or pave.  Councilman Lawson in-

quired about the funding source. Mayor Purnell advised that the City is retiring $31K of

debt this year and still has Impact Fee money left.

Councilman Lawson stated that money should be discussed before bringing 
down American Paving for estimates, to determine what we will spend or borrow, then
have them in to measure every street.


After a brief discussion, a workshop meeting was scheduled for Monday, March

15th at 6:00 p.m.

2ND SESSION OF PUBLIC INPUT


David Marquis questioned the number of square feet for a group home.  Mr. 

Bradshaw noted that they would be doing a lot reconfiguration.


Mr. Marquis went on to comment that the 9th Street sidewalk project was great

but questioned  that the recent new sidewalk location on 7th Street was a violation of

Community Legacy Grant money.


Mayor Purnell advised that the City was trying to connect the Marina back to

the Business District while figuring what to do around the “Big Willey” property
in the right of way


Councilman Lawson explained that originally, the funding was to be used to

revitalize 10th Street, however some property owners did not agree, so the project was

relocated to 9th Street.  Funding that was leftover was considered for 8th Street, but

the deck of the Blue Crab Café was in the right of way, as well as there being issues 

concerning the parking lot used by the Cove.  Mayor Purnell interjected that Councilman

Lawson paid for the curb and gutter portion of the 7th Street sidewalk.  Councilman 
Lawson also noted that the new Community Legacy grant application was denied.


Mr. Robert Hooks inquired about the health of Mr. Cabby Dize and 1st Sgt.

Luedtke.  He also made reference to the issue regarding the condition of the street

sweeper which leave trash on the sides of the road.  Mr. Hooks advised that he would

volunteer to sweep the sides of the street from the Dollar General to 4th Street if the

City would pick up the piles.  Mayor Purnell advised that this could be done.


Mr. Alan Goldsborough made reference to the condition of the back of the Todd 

building next to Gordon’s.  Mr. Bradshaw advised that an engineer needs to look at this, 

but it is the façade which sticks out.


Mrs. Carolyn Marquis made reference to discontinuing street sweeping on week-

ends.  Mayor Purnell advised that the City does not sweep on weekends.


Mrs. Marquis commended City workers on their snow removal efforts.

Mr. Robert Hooks made reference to putting up Snow Emergency Removal signs.

Mayor Purnell advised that this will be done.


Mr. Irvin Saltz commented that the 9th Street revitalization project was beautiful.


Mayor Purnell noted that Councilman Lawson had “worked his butt off” on the

project.


Councilwoman Johnson noted that the Census Kick-off Bus was at City Hall
today at 1:30.  She also noted that the Food Lion job fair would be held this Saturday

as well as the 27th.  Councilwoman Johnson noted that the Census Job Fair had been

successful.  She advised that Connie Gerald will be at City Hall from 11-2 to assist
people with filling out their Census forms.  Councilwoman Johnson also advised that

census takers are not allowed to ask for SS numbers or bank account numbers.


Councilwoman Johnson also thanked Pal Somers for helping her up when she

sprained her ankle last month.  She also noted that the Housing Rehab program was

going well.


Councilman Lawson commented that he would like to see volunteers help

sweep and pick up trash around town and the establishment of community pride.

He noted that the Mayor and Council work together as a team and commented that
accord in City government is needed.


Mayor Purnell noted that the water meter installation team had been in, and
the balance of 400 meters had now been located.


There being no further business for discussion, Council Vice President

Anderson made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Atkins and carried unani-

mously.


Meeting adjourned at 7:27 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Joyce L. Morgan,







Clerk-Treasurer

Prepared by Valerie Swift, Secretary
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