MINUTES

The Mayor and City Council and Department Heads met in regular session on 

Wednesday, March 23, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. in the meeting room in City Hall.

PRESENT

Percy J. Purnell, Jr., Mayor

LaVerne Johnson, Council Vice President

Raymond D. Anderson, Councilman

Kimberly B. Lawson, Councilman

Mike Atkins, Councilman

Mark Konapelsky, Councilman

Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Harold W. Frock, Sr., Supt. Public Utilities/Works
Noah Bradshaw, Inspector


Also in attendance;  Valerie Swift, Secretary.  (see attached list of others in

attendance)


Mayor Purnell called the meeting to order with the Lord’s Prayer and the Pledge

of  Allegiance.

Swearing In Ceremony – Mark Konapelsky

Mayor Purnell noted that former Councilman Dize was in the hospital.  At this
time, Mr. Ted Phoebus, Clerk of the Court for Somerset County, administered the Oath

of Office of Councilman to Mr. Mark Konapelsky.

Presentation of “Camera Friendly”  Resolution

Mayor Purnell presented and read aloud a resolution designating Crisfield as a

Camera Friendly City and presented the same to Patty Hancock.  At this time, Council-
man Lawson made a motion to adopt the Resolution.   Motion seconded by Council Vice

President Anderson and carried unanimously.

Approval of Minutes


Mayor Purnell requested approval of the minutes from the regular meeting of
March 9, 2011.  Approval so moved by Council Vice President Johnson, seconded by 

Councilman Atkins and carried unanimously.

Appointments


Mr. Gary Pusey, Director of Technical and Community Services and Housing

Rehab Specialist, Chris Parks, appeared before the Mayor and Council to present an

update on the County Housing Rehab Grant program and the funding available.  He noted

that the maximum amount that could be spent per home was $25K.  He also advised that
qualifications are based on home ownership and income.


Mr. Parks noted that the program is open to all Crisfield residents for general

repairs, Code violations, health and safety hazards, electrical, plumbing, furnaces, floors,

ceilings and handicap accessibility.  He noted that the property must be owner occupied,

and is income-based on a sliding scale.  Mr. Parks advised that the property owner must

have homeowners and flood insurance.  He also noted that mobile homes do not qualify.

Mr. Parks noted that of the 16 applications that had been received so far from Crisfield, 
two did not qualify and four have already been awarded grant money.  Mr. Parks noted

that priority is given to the elderly, disabled and low income.  He advised that a tempor-

ary lien is placed on the rehabbed property to prevent sale for 15 years.


Councilman Atkins commented that this is a great opportunity and inquired if 

the Council could help in any way.  Mr. Parks advised that he would contact Mr. 

Bradshaw with any building permit issues.

Councilman Konapelsky thanked Council Vice President Johnson for opening the
project in Crisfield and advised that residents should contact Technical and Community

Services with any questions.

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS


MIKE TABOR, CHIEF OF POLICE, presented his monthly report and presented

2010-2011 Crime Comparisons.  Chief Tabor also thanked Rubberset for their donation 

of paint and rollers to paint inside the police station.


Chief Tabor made reference to a disturbing email he had received concerning a

YouTube video that was taken at the Housing Authority and presented that video to 

those in attendance.


He also made reference to a crowd of 200 people fighting, causing the need for

overtime.  Chief Tabor requested an emergency meeting with the Housing Authority

Commission, along with the Mayor.


He also requested that the Mayor and Council write a letter to the NAACP.


Council Vice President Johnson commented that half of the people in the video

don’t live there.


Robert Hooks commented that he was threatened by one of the people in the 

video with a handgun.  Mr. John Dize commented that there were children in the video.

Mary Hooks commented that her daughter was also jumped by a gang.
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS CONT’D

Mrs. Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer, presented her monthly report reviewing

the budget at eight months.  


Mayor Purnell noted that he and Mrs. Morgan had been reviewing the budget and

commented that everything is okay, but some services in the City will have to be   

changed.  He made reference to lost revenues from the State Highway and Police 
Protection and noted that assessment figures are down by $230K which all adds up 

to a half a million in loss revenue.  Mayor Purnell made reference to raising garbage fees, 
keeping taxes down and only purchasing the basic necessities.


Councilman Lawson made reference to the re-assessment three years ago due to 

the real estate boom.  He also commented about the State taking away revenue and pot-

holes everywhere in the City.  He welcomed everyone to sit down and review the budget.


Mrs. Morgan presented a proposal for electricity from Jeff Sherman of APPI 

recommending Liberty Power at a rate of .07785 PKW/HR for 24 months.  

Mayor Purnell recommended that the Council accept this proposal.  At this time,

Councilman Lawson made a motion to accept the 24 month proposal from Liberty Power.

Motion seconded by Councilman Konapelsky and carried unanimously.


Mrs. Morgan made reference to information in the Mayor and Council’s packet

concerning a meeting with the County Commissioners on March 17th regarding the 

Airport.  She advised that URS gave an informative presentation.


Mayor Purnell noted that adjacent property owners are concerned about flight

patterns, property elevation and the topping of trees.  He advised that you must follow
the rules or risk losing FAA money.


Mr. Harold W. Frock, Sr., Superintendent of Public Utilities/Works, presented 

his monthly report, briefing on the EPA ruling concerning the water meter project at the

Housing Authority, ENR limits and the Oxygen Control System.

Mayor Purnell briefed on the reason for installing water meters at the Housing

Authority.


Mr. Frock also made a suggestion that the City enforce a two trash can limit from

April to June in order to reduce trash.


Mr. Noah Bradshaw, Inspector, presented his monthly report, highlighting it’s’
contents.


Mayor Purnell commented regarding the depot and noted that the City finally

has an MOU with the Department of Transportation. 
2ND READER BURNING ORDINANCE #607

Mr. Bradshaw noted that language regarding Somerset Central contolling the
burn ban had been added to this Ordinance.


Councilman Lawson noted that he was going to vote against the Ordinance

altogether due to foreseeing future problems with people burning household garbage once

the fee is raised.


Councilman Konapelsky commented that the Clean Air act would be en-

forced by Mr. Bradshaw and therefore feels it is ok to burn.


With no further discussion, Council Vice President Anderson made a motion to

accept Burning Ordinance #607 for 2nd reader.   Motion seconded by Councilman An-

derson and carried with a vote of “nay” from Councilman Lawson.

INSULATION BID – PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING

Mr. Bradshaw, Inspector, presented a comparison of the two bids that were 

opened at the last meeting.  He noted that the amount of the grant was $16K, therefore

The Myers Group, who had bid $14,008.40, and met all of the requirements, would 
qualify.  He noted that Farina Construction had bid $21,256 for R-30 Kraft and $34,566

for foam.


At this time, Council Vice President Johnson made a motion to accept the bid 
from The Myers Group.   Motion seconded by Councilman Anderson and carried unani-

mously.

EVENT APPLICATION – MOVIES ON THE DOCK

Mayor Purnell reviewed an Event Application request from the City’s Events
Planner for the summer movie schedule.  Approval so moved by Councilman Anderson, 

seconded by Council Vice President Johnson and carried unanimously.  Mayor Purnell 
noted that this would be covered under the City’s liability insurance.

BID OPENING – PUBLIC UTILITIES WELL BUILDING DOORS

Mrs. Morgan opened the two bids as received – Farina Construction - $11,453, 
and Ryan Dize - $10,170.


Councilman Konapelsky suggested purchasing and installing the doors in-house.

At this time, Councilman Lawson made a motion to reject both bids per Councilman 

Konapelsky’s suggestion to get and install the doors.  Motion seconded by Councilman 

Anderson and carried unanimously.

PUBLIC INPUT

Mr. Austin Cox, Sr., noted that as of April 1st, the American Legion will be the
drop-off for all flags.  He advised that on June 7th – Flag Day, there will be a “Burn and

Bury” ceremony with a firing squad.

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORT, Q & A

Council Vice President Johnson welcomed Councilman Konapelsky aboard.

She also advised spreading the word about getting housing rehab applications at City

Hall.


Councilman Konapelsky commented that the money is for Somerset County – 
Princess Anne and Crisfield.  He advised that applicants should be clear about where

they are from.


Councilman Lawson advised that at the first meeting in April, he wants to bring
up a solution to the garbage problem.  He requested that Mr. Bradshaw contact waste dis-
posal concerning dumpster sizes and charges.

Councilman Lawson advised that he recommends a radical plan where the City
would purchase cans.  Two cans would be issued.  Also factored in would be the cost of 

a new garbage truck with automatic pick-up.  Residents would return the can(s) if they 

cancel garbage collection service.  Councilman Lawson advised that garbage must get
down to being a net line item on the budget.


Councilman Lawson also presented the first Community Legacy Blueprints for
7th and Broadway sidewalk and cuts.


There being no further business for discussion, Councilman Anderson made a mo-

tion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Konapelsky and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 7:49 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Prepared by Valerie Swift, Secretary
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