MINUTES

The Mayor and City Council met in regular session on Wednesday, March 9, 

2011 at 6:00 p.m. in the meeting room in City Hall.

PRESENT

Percy J. Purnell, Jr., Mayor

LaVerne Johnson, Councilwoman

Raymond D. Anderson, Councilman

Kimberly B. Lawson, Councilman

Mike Atkins, Councilman

Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Robin Cockey, City Solicitor


Also in attendance; Valerie Swift, Secretary; Ashley Bosche; Noah Bradshaw, 

Inspector; Richard Crumbacker; Liz Holland; Tillie Doyle; Randy Laird; Robert Hooks; 

Irving Saltz; Norman Smith; Randy Laird; Eddie Heath; and Mark Konapelsky.


Mayor Purnell called the meeting to order with the Lord’s Prayer and the Pledge

of Allegiance.  Mayor Purnell requested approval of the minutes from the last meetings.
Councilman Atkins made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting of 

February 23, 2011 and the closed meeting of March 2, 2011.  Motion seconded by 

Councilman Anderson and carried unanimously.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Generator Bids

Mayor Purnell noted that he had requested a 50KW generator and had received

two bids; $34,530 from Drewer & Sons and $36,619 from J & M.


Councilman Atkins commented that Drewer & Sons had picked up on the need 
for a larger generator.  He then made a motion to accept the bid from Drewer & Sons in 

the amount of $34,530.  Motion seconded by Council Vice President Johnson and carried

unanimously.  
Carvel Hall Tower Demolition

Mayor Purnell noted that Mr. Bradshaw, Inspector, had done a comparison of 

each of the bids.  Mr. Bradshaw then reviewed a power point of the bid comparisons.

Councilman Lawson recommended that the well caps be covered to prevent de-

struction and that the City cut the grass and clear the area to make the site visible.


Mayor Purnell made reference to liability insurance.  Mr. Bradshaw advised that
it would be needed.  Mayor Purnell advised that the successful bidder would need to pre-
sent a certificate of liability before they begin working.


At this time, Councilman Lawson made a motion to accept the bid from Allstate

Salvage with the stipulation that they must provide a liability insurance certificate, and

before the demo, the City will clear and weed eat 120 feet toward the highway and All-

state Salvage will propose how they are taking it down.  Motion seconded by Council-

man Atkins and carried unanimously.


Mayor Purnell noted that MDE had taken soil samples from the Carvel Hall

site and Brownfield money will be used if clean-up is needed.  He also advised that he
met with USDA concerning a grant for a new roof and windows at the Carvel Hall  

building.

Line Drive Acceptance


Mr. Bradshaw reviewed a power point slide concerning the acceptance of
Line Drive into the City road system.  He advised that the City needs to accept this

street.


Councilman Lawson commented that he would like to have curb installed there

but he is okay with the way it is, due to the prior communication which never stipulated

retrofit of curb.  He then made a motion to accept Line Drive road into the City road

system, as recommended by Mr. Bradshaw.  Motion seconded by Councilman Anderson

and carried unanimously.

Burning Ordinance 607 First Reader


Mr. Bradshaw made reference to the proposed changes; no issuance of permit

required and no Controlled Burns.


Council Vice President Johnson suggested burning on Thursday and Friday

later in the afternoon, rather than Saturday when people do their laundry.

Councilman Lawson suggested just one day (Thursday).


At this time, Councilman Lawson made a motion to accept the Ordinance for

First Reader, changing Saturday to Thursday from 1:00 to 8:00 p.m.


The motion died due to lack of a 2nd. 

Council Vice President Johnson made a motion to accept the Burning Ordinance

for First Reader, changing the burning day from Saturday, to Thursday and Friday from

1:00 to 6:00.  Motion seconded by Councilman Lawson and carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Bradshaw made reference to bids solicited to insulate the Public Works

building.


Mrs. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer, opened bids from Farina Construction – 
$21,256 for Plan A, and $34,560 – Plan B, and from TMG - $11,108.

Mayor Purnell requested that Mr. Bradshaw do a power point comparison for

the next meeting.

Event Applications


Soft Shell Century Bike Ride – Council Vice President Johnson made a motion

to approve the event application, pending receipt of liability insurance certificate.  Motion

second by Councilman Anderson and carried unanimously.


Little League Parade – Councilman Anderson made a motion to approve the event

application, pending receipt of the liability insurance certificate.  Motion seconded by 

Council Vice President Johnson and carried unanimously.

Summer Youth Employment Program


Councilman Lawson advised that he would like four to five workers hired,

in conjunction with Mr. Frock as sub-chairman.  Councilman Lawson advised that he

would set up a work schedule and noted that the program cost $10,000 last year.
He also noted that students should have at least a 2.6 GPA and would like at least two

of them to have drivers license.


Councilman Lawson noted that he would like for at least half of the fire hydrants

to be painted this summer.


Mrs. Morgan advised that ECI has offered a small crew and supervisor to paint

fire hydrants, we would supply the paint and supplies.


Mayor Purnell advised Mrs. Morgan to notify ECI to proceed.

Summer Meeting Schedule

Councilman Lawson made reference to changing the summer meeting schedule of
the  Mayor and City Council to June 8th, July 13 and August 10.  He then made a motion

to suspend the second meeting in the summer.  Motion seconded by Council Vice Presi-

dent Johnson and carried unanimously.

Update Library Board


Councilman Lawson advised that he was asked to serve in the Library Advisory 

Board concerning design.  He noted that they are not at a point yet for a steering commit-

tee.  He also advised that the Advisory Board would like Richard Crumbacker to serve.

Public Input

Mr. Robert Hooks commented on the City’s past use of detention center workers.


Mayor Purnell apologized to Mr. Norman Smith concerning the speeding issue on

Wynfall.


Mayor Purnell acknowledged and thanked Mr. Randy Laird, County Commis-

sioner for being in attendance at this evening’s meeting.

Mayor and Council, Q & A


Councilman Atkins made reference to the replacement for Councilman Barry

Dize and made a motion to nominate Mark Konapelsky to finish out Mr. Dize’ term.

He noted that this was Mr. Dize’ recommendation.  Motion seconded by Councilman

Anderson and carried unanimously.


Councilman Anderson requested a moment of silence for former Councilman
Larry Tyler.


Mayor Purnell also noted that former employee Christopher McCready, had 

been killed today in an automobile accident.


Councilman Lawson noted that playground equipment would be installed on

March 29th.  He also briefed on a meeting with Mr. Bradshaw, Mr. John Goldsborough

and Marina representatives concerning the streetscape project in front of the Cove 

Restaurant on 7th Street.

Councilman Lawson congratulated Mr. Mark Konapelsky on his nomination.


Councilman Lawson made reference to criticism the City had received for not re-

placing the City Manager.  He noted that the City had lost $400K in the last two years as
well as $40K in police protection.  Councilman Lawson commented that the City had 

worked hard three years ago to lower tax assessments.  He noted that ½M dollars in 
income had been lost, but the City had held the line on not raising taxes.


Councilman Lawson also made reference to a letter from the Chamber congratu-

lating them on receiving park money and offering the Chamber’s help.


Councilman Lawson also commented that business owners should take the 

initiative to sweep the streets in front of their business as everyone must help keep the

City clean.  He noted that the street sweeper is broken again and one needs to be budget-

ed and ordered now.


Mayor Purnell noted that the State Highway Administration was here today and 

will be making recommendations on plantings for the median.  


Mayor Purnell made reference to the USDA grant for $500K for Carvel Hall.

He noted that additional paperwork will be required for the tide gate funding as well as
the 10th Street drain project.  Mayor Purnell advised that he is working with MDE

concerning the industrial park site.  He also advised that the City had received the 

M.O.U. for the depot renovations.


There being no further business for discussion, Councilman Anderson made a mo-

tion to adjourn, seconded by Council Vice President Johnson and carried unanimously.







Respectfully submitted,







Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Prepared by Valerie Swift, Secretary
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