MINUTES

The Mayor and City Council and Department Heads met in regular session on

Wednesday, June 8, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. in the meeting room in City Hall.

PRESENT

Percy J. Purnell, Jr., Mayor

LaVerne Johnson, Council Vice President

Raymond D. Anderson, Councilman
Kimberly B. Lawson, Councilman

Mike Atkins, Councilman

Mark Konapelsky, Councilman

Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Robin Cockey, City Solicitor

Mike Tabor, Chief of Police

Harold W. Frock, Sr., Supt., Public Utilities/Works

Noah Bradshaw, Inspector


Also in attendance; Valerie Swift, Secretary; John Dize, Sherry Majors;  

Austin Cox, Sr.; Eddie Heath; Margo Green-Gale; Erik Emely; Lamont M. Potter, 

Sr., Richard Crumbacker; Liz Holland; and Irving Saltz.

Mayor Purnell called the meeting to order with the Lord’s Prayer and the

Pledge of Allegiance.  He then reviewed the agenda for the meeting.

Approval of Minutes


At this time, Council Vice President Johnson made a motion to approve the 

minutes from the Regular and Closed meetings of June 8, 2011.  Motion seconded by

Councilman Konapelsky and carried unanimously.

Department Head Reports


Chief Mike Tabor presented his monthly report.  He noted that all of the various
crimes that have happened recently are focused in the Housing Authority.  Mr. Irving 

Saltz inquired if Housing Authority troubles are universal.  Chief Tabor advised that most

of the trouble there is with transients.


Joyce Morgan, Clerk Treasurer, reviewed financials through May 31, 2011 along

with budget adjustments.


Harold W. Frock, Sr., Superintendent of Public Utilities/Works, presented his 
monthly report highlighting its contents.  He noted that he had met today with an inspect-

tor from MDE concerning the water meter project.


Mayor Purnell advised that the presentation from Red Speed Cameras would be

deferred until the presenter arrived.

New Business – Opening of Depot Bids

Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer, opened bids for the Feasibility Study and

Concept Phase.  1)  George Young, III - $6,880, $5,200, 2) Davis, Bowen and Friedel – 

3) GMB - $9,800 and 4) Soule and Associates - $10,500.

Mayor Purnell advised Mr. Bradshaw to review and compare the bids for the
next meeting.

Garbage Ordinance 613

Mrs. Morgan noted that the fee changes have already been adopted; this Ordi-

nance addresses the size of cans, etc.  


Councilman Konapelsky made reference to the section on recycling and com-
mented that this was the first discussion he had heard about it being mandatory.  He

advised that he was not willing to go along with this tonight.  Council Vice President

Johnson and Councilman Lawson concurred.

Mr. Frock advised that the language only defines recycling, which has already 
been available to the public for several years.

Further discussion followed, during which time Mayor Purnell again made 
reference to the need to break even, financially, with garbage.  Councilman Atkins made 

reference to those opting out having to bring in proof of how they will handle their

garbage.  Councilman Lawson advised that they would not need to do this.


At this time, Councilman Lawson made a motion to adopt Ordinance 613 as

an emergency measure.  Motion seconded by Councilman Atkins and carried unani-

mously.

Unfinished Business


Councilman Lawson made reference to the costly repairs being made to the

bathroom at Brick Kiln and suggested getting a price on a door alarm system to

alert CPD and Somerset Central, along with a camera system.  He commented that he

knows it is costly, but the City has paid out $11,000 in two years.  Councilman Anderson

commented that it needs to be a silent alarm.
New Business Cont’d - Request for 15 Minute Parking at 341 W. Main St.


Mayor Purnell made reference to a request from Cheryl Tull for 15 minutes

parking in front of their Smith Island Cake bakery. 


Council Vice President Johnson commented that she is okay with the request.

Councilman Lawson advised that he doesn’t agree as it puts a burden on the police de-

partment and their (Tull’s) van takes up two spaces.


Mayor Purnell requested that Chief Tabor do a downtown parking study of
apartment and business owners parking.


Councilman Lawson suggested putting parking meters back.  Chief Tabor advised 
that he would do the study.

Red Speed Presentation


Ms. Gia Colanero, Red Speed’s Program Manager for the State of Maryland, gave 
a presentation on the use of Red Speed cameras.  She advised that a Bill was passed on 
October 1, 2009, to put speed cameras in school zones.  She also advised that the cameras
would operate from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, only.  She advised 
that vehicles must be going 12 mph over the posted speed limit; violators would receive a 
$40 ticket and funds would go to the City.   There are no points and the camera takes a 
picture of the rear of the vehicle.  Ms. Colanero advised that Red Speed collects the fines. 

This is a public safety tool and there is no cost to the City; Red Speed applies for the 
State permits and also runs a traffic study to see if there is a need.


Councilman Lawson advised Ms. Colanero to put down sensors for the traffic

study.  Mayor Purnell advised that they need to be put down on Somerset Avenue and

Maryland Avenue, which are both School Zones.
Unfinished Business Cont’d



Mrs. Morgan advised that the Banking item would be deferred waiting on
further information.

New Business Cont’d


Mrs. Morgan presented for adoption Local Government Insurance

Resolution 389 relevant to changes to the composition of the Board of Trustees.
She advised that the City must adopt the Resolution to remain in the membership.


At this time, Council Vice President Johnson made a motion to adopt 

Resolution 389.  Motion seconded by Councilman Anderson and carried unani-

mously.

Streets and Sidewalks


Mayor Purnell made reference to the lack of sidewalk on 4th Street beside the 

former Arcade Theater property.

Mr. Bradshaw advised that the City is giving the property owner the option to

install; if not, within 60 days, the City will install and put the cost on their property 

taxes.  Council concurred that it was okay to move forward.  Mr. Bradshaw advised

that parcel 449 is the only one in question; from Main Street to the back of the lot.


Councilman Konapelsky made a motion to proceed, seconded by Councilman

Lawson and carried unanimously.

Public Input 

Irving Saltz made reference to potholes on Lori Quinn Drive.  Mayor Purnell
advised that the City has a plan to fix the holes.

Mayor and Council Q & A and Report

Councilman Konapelsky advised that he would like to introduce himself to

those in attendance.  He first made reference to Business After Hours and advised that

the person locating the store with the tie like the one he had on this evening, would get a
free tie. He advised that he is the voice for the people and asked that they contact him 
with problems.  Councilman Konapelsky made reference to Unfunded Mandates such as

free board elevation and sprinkler systems and advised that he always supports freedom

of choice.


Councilman Anderson advised that he is the new manager for Captain

Tyler’s Crab House restaurant, which will be opening this Saturday at 4:00 p.m.


Council Vice President Johnson noted that DHCD was down last week and 

had also provided information about Emergency Mortgage Assistance.  She noted

that a workshop would be held on July 14th.


Councilman Lawson briefed on streetscape on 7th Street.  He noted that he will

be meeting with West Recreation at the park tomorrow at 11:00 a.m.  Councilman

Lawson noted that the first “Movie on the Dock” of the season would be held on June 

25th.  He advised that the cost for the 5 summer movies is $7,000.  He also made
reference to concerns about people being a distraction at the movie and advised that

there will be police officers there with a yellow card system.


Mr. Austin Cox advised that he would like to compliment the City on the

curb to the museum.

Mayor Purnell made reference to the Chris Render project and advised that

he would visit adjoining property owners.  Councilman Lawson advised that he 

objects to visiting the property owners and feels Mr. Render should be the one to

contact them.  


There being no further business for discussion, Councilman Konapelsky made

a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Anderson and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Prepared by Valerie Swift, Secretary
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