MINUTES

The  Mayor and City Council and City Department Heads met in regular session

on Wednesday, July 28, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. in the meeting room in City Hall.

PRESENT

Percy J. Purnell, Jr., Mayor

LaVerne Johnson, Council Vice President

Raymond Anderson, Councilman
Barry Dize, Councilman

Kimberly B. Lawson, Councilman

Mike Atkins, Councilman

Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Mike Tabor, Chief of Police

Harold W. Frock, Sr., Supt. Public Utilities/Works

Noah Bradshaw, Inspector


Also in attendance;  Valerie Swift, Secretary; Irving Saltz; Lamount Potter; Eddie

Heath; H. DeWayne Whittington; Norman Smith; Pat Reese; Bobby Goldsborough; Tillie

Doyle; Kathleen Sheeran; Margo G. Gale; Phillip Goldsborough; Richard Crumbacker; 

Liz Holland; Austin Cox, Sr.; Doug Crockett; Robert Hooks.

PRAYER, PLEDGE AND REVIEW OF AGENDA

Mayor Purnell called the meeting to order with the Lord’s Prayer and the Pledge 

of Allegiance. 
Mayor Purnell reviewed the Agenda for the evening’s meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Mayor Purnell requested approval of the minutes from the previous meetings.

Councilman Atkins made a motion to approve the minutes from the Special and Regular

meeting of July 14, 2010.  Motion seconded by Councilman Anderson and carried unani-

mously.

1ST SESSION OF PUBLIC INPUT


Pat Reese made reference to electric service issues on 7th Street as well as poles

that are leaning.  He commented that whenever the power goes out, it takes forever to

get repaired and he requested that the City urge DP & L to make the necessary correc-

tions.


John Dize concurred, noting that when the trucks do come in, they take up 
parking space in front of his business.

APPOINTMENTS


Dr. H. DeWayne Whittington appeared before the Mayor and City Council con-

cerning a problem with property at 14 S. 4th Street.  He advised that the property is un-

kempt and is deterring the sale of his own property.  He also made reference to the zoning

of the property.


Mr. Bradshaw, Inspector, advised that the property is in bankruptcy and the owner

has asked for a waiver from the bank to donate it to the City and have the City tear it 

down.  



Councilman Lawson suggested rezoning the property to the conforming use.


Mr. Bradshaw advised that he will make sure the weeds are cut and it is 

boarded up.

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS


Chief Mike Tabor presented his monthly report, highlighting its contents. 
He noted that PFC Andy Crockett would be honored this fall by the Maryland Police
Chief’s Association, for his life saving endeavors. 

 He also presented a proposal for an off-duty police officer to be used during City 
events.  He advised that the entity asking for help would reimburse the City for the 
officer’s salary while working the event.  


Mayor Purnell suggested that the Chief meet with the sponsors to determine 

whether or not police presence would be needed.  Chief Tabor advised that excluded

would be Clam Bake, Crab Derby and Boat Docking.  


Mayor Purnell commented that all events in the City are necessary and economic

money makers.  He added that he doesn’t want anyone penalized.  Councilman Lawson 

commented that this decision requires serious consideration.


Harold W. Frock, Sr., Superintendent of Public Utilities/Works, presented his

monthly report, highlighting its contents.

In reference to Mr. Frock’s notation concerning the Plant, Mayor Purnell advised
that the City would have to come up with $25-30K.  The City is waiting for the company 
to get the de-nitrification unit on line, but it is an ongoing process.  Councilman Lawson

made reference to meeting with project engineer, Jason Loar of Davis, Bowen and

Friedel,  Inc.


Mayor Purnell made reference to the complexity of the treatment system.


Mr. Frock also noted the problems that had occurred when a wind gust tore up 
several of the clambake tents the night before, and presented a Thank You letter from the

Chamber for the City’s help in getting everything back together in time for the Clam

Bake.  He also noted that the County had waived the landfill fee for the trash hauled from

the Clam Bake.


Mayor Purnell advised that the City appreciates the fee waiver.


Councilman Lawson made reference to the electricity issue on 7th Street and 

noted that the Plant has a generator.  He advised meeting with DP & L concerning an

upgrade.


Mr. Frock also made reference to extending the fence at Brick Kiln to keep people

out at night.   Mayor Purnell advised him to get a price.  


Councilman Lawson advised that he would spearhead a meeting with the Ameri-

can Legion.


Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer, presented a slide of electricity usage for the

past 22 months.  She also advised that the City would be asking DP & L for a review of 
the bills for the Plant, as they have decreased since they installed new electric meters. 

She also asked anyone who sees street lights out to report it to the City.


Noah Bradshaw, Inspector, presented his activity report for the past three months.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS


Code Review 

Councilman Atkins reviewed the section of the City Code 

entitled “Amusement Tax” and advised that this should be done away with.


Traffic Issues – Crisfield High School


Councilman Atkins noted that he had spoken to the homeowners across the

street from CHS and there was one in favor of no parking, one opposed and two who

weren’t sure, therefore no change would be made at this time.


Councilman Lawson noted that Mr. Donnie Drewer, SHA, had brought in some

examples of signage.  He advised that an ordinance is needed to adopt a speed limit 

during the hours of 7-9 a.m. and 2-4 p.m.


After a brief discussion, the Council concurred on a speed limit of 15 MPH

between 7 and 9 a.m. and 2 and 4 p.m.


Councilman Atkins made reference to times for special events and after school.


Mayor Purnell suggested getting a price for a set of blinking lights that the City

would control.  Councilman Lawson advised that something must be in place before 

school begins.


Council Vice President Johnson advised installing 2 – 15 mph signs.  She also

advised that she feels that “no parking in front of driveway” signs are needed as well.


After further discussion, Councilman Lawson made a motion that an Ordinance

be written to establish “no parking” on the east side of the street in front of CHS between 

Linton’s fence to the entrance of Dennis Lane, with yellow lines painted by SHA for
24 hour “No Parking”.   Motion seconded by Councilman Atkins and carried unani-

mously.


Councilman Lawson made a motion for an Ordinance to be written to utilize SHA 
signs between the Linton’s fence to the entrance of Dennis Lane with a speed limit set at 
15 MPH between the hours of 7-9 a.m. and 2-4 p.m. during school days. Motion 
seconded by Councilman Atkins and carried unanimously.


Councilman Atkins also made reference to the need for flashing lights on 

the Maryland and Richardson crosswalk to McDonalds.


Mr. Bobby Goldsborough made reference to problems with parking when there 
are funerals held at the school.

NEW BUSINESS
BID OPENING – RFP FOR WIND TURBINE


Mr. Noah Bradshaw noted that bids would be opened but would be summarized

by the meeting on August 25th.


At this time, Joyce L. Morgan, opened and read aloud bids received from

1) Crisfield Energy Partners, LLC – (no amount provided)

2) A.Tech Energy - $2M,154,540

3) Fluharty - $1M,147K

4) Alpha Energy - $4.6M

5) Sustainable Energy

6)Seven Seas Energy - $3M,650K

EVENT APPLICATION REQUESTS 


Mayor Purnell reviewed two event applications; for the Open Air Service

on Labor Day weekend and for a gospel concert at the Depot on Saturday, August

7th.


At this time, Councilman Lawson made a motion to approve the application

for the Open Air Service on Sunday, September 5th.  Motion seconded by Council-

man Dize and carried unanimously.


Councilman Atkins made a motion to approve the application for a gospel

concert on Saturday, August 7th., with the necessary insurance policy rider.  Motion

seconded by Council Vice President Johnson and carried unanimously.

REQUEST FOR PERMIT OF INGRESS/EGRESS


Mr. Bradshaw noted that Mr. Horace Marshall is purchasing a boat slip from

Ricky Thomas and would like a permit of ingress/egress.  He also owns the other

half of the wharf.  Mr. Bradshaw noted that they have presented the appropriate docu-

mentation.


Approval so moved by Councilman Atkins, Seconded by Councilman Dize and 

carried unanimously.

2ND SESSION OF PUBLIC INPUT


Lamount Potter inquired about a drop-off area in front of CHS and also inquired

about 36 sewer construction


Robert Hooks thanked Chief Tabor for officers enforcing the 10MPH speed limit

on Main Street.  He requested that a “reduce speed” sign be placed in front of Dollar 

General as there are a lot of small children in that location.

MAYOR AND COUNCIL Q & A


Councilman Atkins noted the passing of Mrs. Ellen McClane and commended

Mayor Purnell and Beverly for looking after her.


Councilman Dize suggested having only one session of Public Input, at the end

of the meeting.  He also requested that Chief Tabor send a letter to the fire department

concerning speeding when going to fire calls.

Council Vice President Johnson commented that Miss Ellen was a very nice lady.

She also noted that funeral parking at CHS has been considered but a decision had to be
made as school will soon re-open.


Council Vice President Johnson noted that rehab houses are being demolished

and noted that the Governor met Mrs. Milky Brown, who will be getting a rehab loan.


Councilman Lawson commented that he would like to have input from the 

Council on the next Parks and Rec. Grant, due on August 19th.  He also made reference

to an article in the Daily Times concerning a challenge of the Tax Differential and re-

quested that Mrs. Morgan find out who the City of Salisbury got to do the study.


Councilman Lawson complimented City Public Works personnel and the Police

Department on the job they did for the Clam Bake.


Mayor Purnell made reference to a sinkhole created when the Labo house on 

Chesapeake Avenue was demolished.  He suggested that the City offer them a different

piece of City property to rebuild on.  Mayor Purnell requested that the Council consider

the property on Somerset Avenue where the old standpipe had been located.


Mayor Purnell made reference to Governor O’Malley spending two hours in 
the City during Clambake; at Rubberset and visiting a rehab house.  He noted that this

is a good deal for the City.


Mayor Purnell made reference to cement work being done on 3rd Street and gave

the Council a list of streets to consider for paving.  Councilman Lawson noted that only

$125K was set aside for paving.


Mayor Purnell also noted that a personnel meeting needs to be scheduled.


There being no further business for discussion, Council Vice President Johnson

made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Atkins and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Prepared by Valerie Swift, Secretary
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