MINUTES

The Mayor and Council and Department Heads met in regular session on Wed-

nesday August 25, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. in the meeting room in City Hall.

PRESENT

Percy J. Purnell, Jr., Mayor

LaVerne Johnson, Council Vice President

Raymond D. Anderson, Councilman

Barry Dize, Councilman

Kim Lawson, Councilman

Mike Atkins, Councilman

Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Also in attendance; Valerie Swift, Secretary; Harold W. Frock, Sr., Superintend-

ent of Public Utilities; Lt. Stanley Harmon; Noah Bradshaw, Inspector; Richard Crum-
backer; Irving Saltz; Eddie Heath; Norman Smith; Lamont Potter; Calvin Rayfield; 
James Lane; Tillie Doyle; Margo Green-Gale; Kathleen Sheeran; Cocklyn McCready;

Bobby Goldsborough.


Mayor Purnell called the meeting to order, opening with the Lord’s Prayer and the
Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Purnell reviewed the evening’s agenda and also made 

reference to the Community Legacy Resolution up for adoption later on.

Mayor Purnell requested approval of the minutes from the meetings of August 11,

2010.  Councilman Dize requested a change in wording on page 3 of the regular minutes

from “bumper” to “monument.”


At this time, Councilman Atkins made a motion to approve the minutes from the

regular meeting of August 11, 2010 and the two closed meetings concerning Legal and 

Personnel of August 11, 2010.   Motion seconded by Councilman Lawson and carried u-

nanimously.

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS


Mayor Purnell noted that Chief Tabor was out of town the funeral of a friend.  He 
advised Lt. Stanley Harmon would be presenting tonight’s report.


Lt. Harmon presented and reviewed the activity report for Crisfield Police De-

partment.


Council Vice President Anderson made reference to recent panhandling incidents.
Lt. Harmon advised that there is more than one panhandler in the City.  He advised that

according to law, they can ask for money, but not threaten for it, which then constitutes a 

crime.


Mr. Harold W. Frock, Sr., Supt. Public Utilities, presented his monthly report

highlighting its contents.  


Mayor Purnell also made reference to the meeting today with the State, Engineers,
 and Architects concerning the de-nitrification unit.  He also noted that Parkson has 

agreed to come down and look at replacement of the Chem Scan unit.  Mayor Purnell ad-

vised that the purpose of the meeting was to see if the design is fixable, but everyone had

their own position concerning the matter.


Mr. Frock also noted that the garbage truck had been down for repairs, and it

took 14 trips to the landfill to accomplish trash collection that week.


Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer, presented a breakdown for use of money for

the proposed paving project.  


Following a brief discussion, Councilman Lawson made a motion to borrow 
$125K to be used to draw down from to pave 3rd Street, 1st Street, 8th Street and the

Woodson Curve to be paid back at an amount of $29K annually over a 5 year period.

During discussion, Mrs. Morgan noted that a Borrowing Resolution would be 
needed for the next meeting.  


Councilman Atkins also noted that Robert Ehrlich has promised to restore High-

way User revenues, if elected and inquired if the City could use the money to re-service 

this debt.  Mayor Purnell advised that it could be used.


Council Vice President Johnson made reference to asking for Community Legacy

money to do sidewalks.  Mayor Purnell advised that the City was turned down last year,
as well as DHCD turned the City down for 36 sewer rehab.

With no more discussion, the motion was seconded by Councilman Atkins and

carried unanimously.


Mr. Noah Bradshaw, Inspector, presented his monthly report highlighting its con-
tents.  Councilman Lawson inquired about the demo of the Team USA trailer.  Mr. Brad-

shaw noted that this would involve one parcel.

POLICE SALARY EVALUATION PROPOSAL

Mayor Purnell reviewed a slide concerning Police salaries.  He noted that the

department had lost two men to the Sherriff’s department with a possibility of two

more leaving and one going to Baltimore.


He noted that Chief Tabor has agreed to give up a vacancy and use the $30K

to cover the salary increase for one year.  He also commented that he can’t guarantee that
this is a fix, but money is a reason they are leaving.


Following a brief discussion concerning the salary differential with the County 

and the need to meet with them after September or November,  Council Vice President

Johnson made a motion to accept the salary proposal.  Motion seconded by Councilman
Anderson and carried unanimously.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – PARKING ORDINANCE CHS

Mr. Bradshaw, Inspector, read the State laws concerning traffic issues at 
Schools and advised that it must be controlled with signs by posting “School Zone”

and the speed limit.


After further brief discussion, Councilman Lawson made a motion to adopt
a “School Zone” north of the Linton’s fence to Mercury Drive on South Somerset

Avenue, posting a speed limit of 20 MPH, at all times.  Motion seconded by Council-

man Atkins and carried unanimously.


Councilman Lawson also instructed Secretary Swift to draft thank you letters to 

Donnie Drewer, State Highway Administration, with a copy sent to Governor O’Malley, 

and also to Rodger Daugherty, SCPS, for their assistance with the traffic safety pattern in 
front of Crisfield High School.

COMMUNITY LEGACY RESOLUTION


Mayor Purnell read aloud the Community Legacy Resolution.  At this time, 
Councilman Lawson made a motion that the Resolution be adopted.  Motion seconded by

Councilman Atkins and carried unanimously.  

EVENT APPLICATION


Mayor Purnell reviewed an Event Application  request from Jerry Hardesty 

for a Bull & Oyster Roast on September 11, 2010.  Councilman Atkins made a motion to 
approve the event application with the contingency that they must provide a liability 
insurance certificate.  Motion seconded by Council Vice President Johnson and carried 
unanimously.
PUBLIC INPUT


Mr. Cocklyn McCready inquired as to why 4th Street was not on the list of streets

to be paved, as it is one of the busiest streets in the City.


Mayor Purnell advised that it would have been done, but the 36 sewer must be 

done first.  The City has applied for funding to do this for the last four years, but have 

been denied. 

Q & A MAYOR AND COUNCIL


Councilman Atkins commented that September 4th is Government Debt Day.


Council Vice President Johnson noted that the City had received a certificate from
the Census Bureau thanking us for our participation.  She also made reference to housing
rehab and noted that new houses are being put up.  She also noted that the County has 

grant applications available.


Mayor Purnell added that the rehab loan program is phenomenal; a 30 year
deferred interest free repayment plan.  He also noted that there will be grant funding 
available through the County.


Councilman Lawson noted that Valerie Mann, Grants Administrator, has sub-

mitted the application for Phase V of the municipal park, which includes funding for

restrooms, 2-5 year old playground, a fence and security camera for a total of $130K.

He made reference to Councilman Atkins concern about the surface of the ½ mile bike
trail, and advised that he did not submit an additional grant due to the date that the check
was received.  He also made reference to a grant from the Chesapeake Bay Trust for
600 feet of rip rap.


Councilman Lawson made reference to disrespect of Mother Earth by littering

and advised that he would like to see a campaign started against littering to show

that the City cares by putting up signs imprinted with anti littering slogans.  He advised

that he would like 250 signs with three different logos to be placed on the highway and

areas like the Woodson school curve.


At this time, Councilman Lawson made a motion that $500-$600 from the Public

Works Budget be spent on the anti-littering signs, to be done after Labor Day.  Motion

seconded by Councilman Anderson and carried unanimously.


Councilman Atkins noted that Mr. Bradshaw had pointed out that there is an
ordinance pertaining to panhandling already on the books, requiring that panhandlers

fill out an application obtained from City Hall.


There being no further business for discussion, Councilman Anderson made a mo-
tion to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Council Vice President Johnson and carried unan-

mously.


Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Prepared by Valerie Swift, Secretary
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