MINUTES

The Mayor and City Council and City Department Heads met in regular session

on Wednesday, September 14, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. in the meeting room in City Hall.

PRESENT

Percy J. Purnell, Jr., Mayor

LaVerne Johnson, Council Vice President

Raymond D. Anderson, Councilman
Kimberly B. Lawson, Councilman

Mike Atkins, Councilman

Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Mike Tabor, Chief of Police

Harold W. Frock, Sr., Superintendent of Public Utilities/Works

Noah Bradshaw, Inspector

Robin Cockey, City Solicitor

Absent due to illness – Councilman Mark Konapelsky

Also in attendance;  Valerie Swift, Secretary; Ashley Bosche; Liz Holland; Richard 

Crumbacker; Eddie Heath; Randy Laird; Patty Hancock; John Dize.

Mayor Purnell called the meeting to order, opening with the Lord’ Prayer and the

Pledge of Allegiance.  Approval of the minutes was deferred till the end of the meeting.

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS


Chief Mike Tabor presented his monthly report, highlighting its contents and 

also noted that there has been an 81% decrease in crime in the last four years.  


Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer, presented her monthly financial report through 

August 31, highlighting its’ contents.  She also reviewed the garbage comparison since

July.


Councilman Lawson made reference to storm debris collection for those who had

opted out of garbage collection.  Mayor Purnell advised that residents were permitted to 

take their debris to Carvel Hall and the County will be allowing the City to use the 
chipper.


Mrs. Morgan also read a slide concerning theft of the cameras at the park and of 

the solar lights around the sign on Collins Street.

RED SPEED CAMERA PRESENTATION


Scott  Hemmings of Red Speed, reviewed the results of the speed study done on 
Richardson & Maple – for Crisfield Christian Academy and Somerset and Potomac 

Street – for Crisfield High School.  At CCA, 21% exceeded the speed limit by 10 MPH
and at CHS 600 to 700 vehicles were 12 MPH or more over,  with 100 going over 55 

MPH.  Councilman Atkins commented that maybe it was due to First Responders.

Mayor Purnell inquired if 15 MPH was low, compared to other school zones.  
Mr. Hemmings recommended a mobile unit to be alternated between the two

locations either in a parked vehicle or on a trailer with signs advertising “Photo Enforced

Area”.  He also advised that the unit could be used at any other school, but the City 

would need to create a program through Ordinance.  He advised that the next step is to
prepare an Ordinance to enable the Police Department to deploy the camera, notification

of a 30 day warning period, a public awareness campaign, and notification on the web 

site.  He also advised that the vehicle is supplied by Red Speed at no cost to the City as it

is Violator funded.  He also advised that the City would have to pass a Resolution to 

establish the limit of the school zone.


Councilman Lawson inquired if there is ever a time that the City would receive

a letter from Red Speed that there is not enough traffic to use their equipment.  Mr. 
Hemmings noted that Red Speed is doing its’ job if speeders are reduced, and  advised 
that there is an “opt out” clause included in the agreement.


Mayor Purnell inquired about ticketing emergency personnel.  Mr. Hemmings
advised that final approval for tickets is given by the Police Department.  He advised that 
an image of the speeder’s vehicle is taken and the license plate extracted, the plate is then 
researched with a supervisor verifying the information, then it goes to the police de-

partment for approval for the issuing of a ticket.  


Mayor Purnell advised that the City is not doing this to raise money, but for 
public safety.  Mr. Hemmings advised that the money must be used for public safety.  


Councilman Lawson commented that the public will think it is to raise money.
He stated that he had been an emergency responder in the past, but responders need

to use a reasonable speed.  He also made reference to incidents with walking tours where

crosswalks were ignored and people were almost hit.


Councilman Atkins inquired about the hours that the cameras would be used.

Mr. Hemmings advised that the hours are 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. M-F, which are 
established through State law.


Council Vice President Johnson inquired about the photo generation.  

Mr. Hemmings advised that there would be an actual picture.


Mr. Cockey advised that he would get a sample ordinance.


Mayor Purnell commended City Public Utilities, Public Works and the Police De-

partment for their hard work during the past few weeks with a hurricane and getting pre-
pared for Crab Derby.  


Mr. Frock commended the workers as well.  Councilman Lawson suggested that

they be given a pizza party.


Council Vice President Johnson commended the departments as well.


Mr. Noah Bradshaw, City Inspector, presented and reviewed his monthly re-
port for the month of  August.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

2nd Reader – Ethics Code Ordinance

Mr. Cockey advised that the 1st Reader was done in August, with the revision

based on the State law.  He advised that the City would do a presentation in November,

after the Ordinance is accepted by the State. Mr. Cockey advised that he recommends 

adopting the Ordinance for 2nd Reader.


Councilman Atkins commented that he is concerned about the required Financial

Disclosure pertaining to the entire family.  Mr. Cockey advised that this would be to re-

veal any conflict of interest but not impertinent information.

Mr. Cockey advised that the City can request to opt-out, but he recommends that

the City doesn’t, to provide transparent government.


Councilman Lawson noted that there were 9 pages of financial disclosure, which
he feels are too burdensome and invasive.  Mr. Cockey commented that the forms do re-

quire complete disclosure.


After further discussion, Councilman Atkins made a motion to pursue the pro-

cedure to opt-out of the requirement.


Mayor Purnell noted that at the CDBG conference he had attended today, the

director advised that Block Grants will be denied if Cities don’t adopt the Ethics Ordi-

nance by October 1, 2011.


Mr. Cockey commented that due to the deadline, the City adopt the Ordinance,

then pursue the procedure to opt-out if it doesn’t work out.


Further lengthy discussion followed.  Mr. Cockey commented that he is not
advocating the Ordinance, but advised it is the way to deal with the State mandate.


Councilman Lawson expressed his disdain that CDBG would hold this re-

quirement over the City’s head and advised that he would support the 2nd Reader for

the betterment of the City, but would consider further service to the City.


 Council Vice President Johnson commented that she had approved the 1st Reader

and could not prevent the City from getting grant money by declining it for 2nd Reader.


Councilman Atkins’s motion died due to lack of a second.


At this time, Councilman Atkins made a motion to adopt the Ethics Ordinance

for 2nd Reader as written, and to also explore the options for opting out.  Motion second-

ed by Councilman Lawson and carried unanimously.


Mr. Cockey advised that he would look into the process for opting out.

Wind Turbine Engineering Contract Award


Mr. Bradshaw, Inspector, presented a review of the bids submitted for Wind 

Turbine Engineering.


Councilman Lawson made reference to the professional working relationship

with Davis, Bowen and Friedel as well as the thorough 20 page proposal that they had

submitted.  Council Vice President Johnson concurred that this was the best proposal.

Councilman Atkins made reference to the City’s experience with Davis, Bowen and

Friedel.


After further brief discussion, Council Vice President Johnson made a motion 

to accept the proposal from Davis, Bowen and Friedel in the amount of $87,120.  Motion 
seconded by Councilman Lawson and carried unanimously.

Resolution 390 – Audit Services


Mayor Purnell made reference to Resolution 390 which would extend the 

Audit services of Scott Tawes & Associates to include Fiscal years 2011, 2012, 2013, and

2014.  He noted that Mr. Tawes’ firm is qualified to give the Peer Review.

At this time, Councilman Lawson made a motion to adopt Resolution 390.  Mo-
tion seconded by Councilman Anderson and carried unanimously.

Resolution 391 – Event Planner


Councilman Lawson reviewed the changes that had been made to the previous
Event Planner Resolution.


At this time, Councilman Atkins made a motion to adopt Resolution 391.  Motion

seconded by Council Vice President Johnson and carried unanimously.
Request to Purchase Dock at Small Boat Harbor


Mr. Bradshaw reviewed a request from Steven Thomas and Keith Ward to pur-

chase docks 114A  and 114B at the Small Boat Harbor.


After a brief discussion, Councilman Lawson made a motion to approve the
request.  Motion seconded by Councilman Atkins and carried unanimously.

Water Main Extension  - Sackertown Road


Councilman Lawson requested that this item be tabled until the next meeting

and made a motion to that effect.  Motion seconded by Councilman Atkins and carried

unanimously.

Request for EDU from Phillip Riggin


Mrs. Morgan noted that Mr. Riggin had to leave the meeting.  At this time, 

Councilman Lawson made a motion that this item be tabled until the next meeting.  

Motion seconded by Council Vice President Johnson and carried unanimously.
Event Application Request Rain Date for Sportscast Event


Councilman Atkins made a motion to approve the request for a rain date for the

Sportscast Event at the Crisfield Somerset County Airport to the weekend of October
7-9.   Motion seconded by Councilman Lawson and carried unanimously.

Public Input


Mrs. Patty Hancock inquired as to why the Sackertown Road water main request
was tabled.  Councilman Lawson advised that this was due to the need for more informa-

tion.


Mr. Randy Laird, County Commissioner, advised that the County will be sending 

a man down to Carvel Hall with the chipper, as well.  

Mr. Laird also made reference to City residents requesting private mosquito

spraying through the County.  He advised that next season, the County will do private

spraying for City residents as well.

Mayor and City Council Reports and Q & A


Council Vice President Johnson made reference to the speed limit in front of

CHS being too low at 15 mph and suggested maybe changing it after school hours.

She also thanked Mr. Laird for attending the City meetings and for what he does on be-

half of the City.


Councilman Atkins commented that he had also been approached about 

drivers speeding through crosswalks.


Mayor Purnell updated the Council and those in attendance concerning the

depot sheathing and bulkheading and obtaining Carvel Hall roof and electricity estimates.

He advised that he should have a bid spec for electricity for the entrance by the Octo-

ber meeting.


Mayor Purnell also noted that water meter installation is close to being done.


There being no further business for discussion, Council Vice President Johnson

made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Atkins and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Joyce L. Morgan,






Clerk-Treasurer

Prepared by Valerie Swift, Secretary
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