MINUTES

The Mayor and City Council and Department Heads met in regular session on

Wednesday, October 27, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. in the meeting room in City Hall.

PRESENT


Percy J. Purnell, Jr., Mayor

LaVerne Johnson, Council Vice President

Raymond Anderson, Councilman

Barry Dize, Councilman
Kim Lawson, Councilman

Mike Atkins, Councilman

Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Mike Tabor, Chief of Police

Harold W. Frock, Sr., Supt. Public Utilities/Works

Noah Bradshaw, Inspector

Also in attendance; Valerie Swift, Secretary – See list for others in attendance


Mayor Purnell called the meeting to order, opening with the Lord’s Prayer and

the Pledge of Allegiance.


Mayor Purnell reviewed the Agenda and noted that the evening’s meeting was a Department Head Meeting.

Mayor Purnell presented and read aloud a Proclamation for the Asbury Church in celebration of their 200th anniversary.  

Mr. Mike Headley appeared before the Mayor and Council concerning placement of a sign recognizing Veterans.  He also spoke on the effects of war on soldiers.  Mayor Purnell advised Mr. Headley to get back with him concerning placement of the sign.


Mr. Steve Flaherty appeared before the Mayor and Council to present gifts of appreciation to Chief Tabor, Fire Chief Bill Reynolds, the Ambulance Squad and Rick Lord for all of their help during the Annual Boat Docking events.  Mayor Purnell commended Mr. Flaherty on this event calling it a phenomenal ceremony.


Mayor Purnell noted for those in attendance, that the discussion about the an-nexation proposal would be deferred until the next meeting.  He advised that the reason for the proposal was as a way to expand the City.  He advised that it would not be mandatory and would only be for adjoining properties.  The annexed property would not have to pay taxes, only garbage and County Front Footage, unless the property was sold.
Mayor Purnell commented that this would be a way for the City to grow which would help the City qualify for Grant funding, would increase voters and would be a potential for others to serve in City offices or on Boards and Commissions.  He asked that the public submit their ideas or comments concerning this matter.
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS


Chief Mike Tabor reviewed the Police Department’s 2009/2010 comparison stats and also reviewed the monthly report.  Chief Tabor also commended CAC Bernice Evans on her work done on the Technology Grant and noted that she is working on another Grant as well.  Chief Tabor also reminded everyone of the annual Thanksgiving Food Drive and noted upcoming training.  Mayor Purnell also commended CAC Bernice Evans on her grant writing.  

Councilman Lawson noted that the Sexual Assault training that Chief Tabor reported on was excellent training and was also attended by PRMC.

Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer, reviewed 1st quarter income and also briefed on the status of water meter installation.  


Harold W. Frock, Sr., Supt. Public Utilities/Works, presented his monthly report.

He noted that the plant is meeting ENR and BNR permit requirements.  He advised that 

cold weather will tell the tale whether or not permits will be met.

Mr. Frock also made reference to an electrical problem at the depot, for which Delmarva Power will be billed.

Mr. Noah Bradshaw, Inspector, reviewed his report.  Mayor Purnell inquired about rental registration/inspection occupancy requirements if someone allows a person to stay in their apartment for free.  Mr. Bradshaw advised that he would check with Mr. Cockey, City Solicitor, concerning this matter.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
ACCEPTING LINE DRIVE AS A CITY STREET

Mr. Bradshaw, Inspector, noted that the road is in good shape other than a 6” water cut-off showing which can be concreted around.

SIGN PERMIT FOLLOW-UP

Councilman Atkins noted that in the Council packets was sign permit information from the town of Laurel, Maryland.  He advised there was also a letter from John Phoe-bus for the Chamber requesting that sandwich signs be permitted.  Councilman Lawson requested that a special meeting be scheduled to review this matter.
PUBLIC INPUT

Irving Saltz inquired why the City was not paying for a City Manager.  Mayor Purnell commented that he has been doing the job for free.  Mr. Saltz noted that he would still do the job for $1.00.


Robert Hooks thanked the City for the parking signs and Chief Tabor with his assistance concerning his stepdaughter.

James Lane inquired about the abbreviated hours at the depot.  Mayor Purnell advised that this was because of  the risk of liability due to the lack of lighting caused by the power outage.  He also noted that there will probably be a restriction of hours down there in the summer due to disturbances in the early morning hours.


Dean Goldsborough noted that the Salvation Army Youth Club is wrapping up its season of outdoor soccer and will be moving activities back in the Armory.  He also noted that the kettles will be set up two weeks after Thanksgiving and asked for bell ringers.  


At this time, Councilman Anderson made a motion authorizing that the Salvation Army place Kettles in various locations in the City.  Motion seconded by Councilman Atkins and carried unanimously.

Bobby Goldsborough made reference to a pile of debris left on Richardson Avenue.  Mr. Bradshaw advised that this is in the process of being moved.
MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORT & Q & A


Mayor Purnell noted that he is working with Mr. Frock on assigning daily street inspection to City Public Works personnel.


Councilman Atkins made reference to the water main break at the Hospital Bridge and thanked Mr. Frock for his departments’ quick response and repair.


Councilman Anderson inquired if the sewer problem at the fire hall had been corrected.  Mr. Frock advised that it had.  Councilman Anderson also reminded Chief Tabor that the increase in fine fees goes into effect on November 2nd.

Council Vice President Anderson suggested rotating meeting locations, beginning in January.


Councilman Lawson inquired of Mr. Bradshaw, Inspector, about the new Flood
Plain Ordinance.  Mr. Bradshaw explained that the current elevation is now 5’ and the proposal as of March 3, 2011, is 7’.


Councilman Lawson made reference to street improvements where sidewalks are missing and made reference to paying to have an engineer do an elevation survey for curb, gutter and sidewalks on the next three streets to be paved.  Mr. Frock also advised Councilman Lawson that water and sewer has been connected to the park and the meter to the gazebo has been located.

Councilman Dize suggested holding one meeting in November and one meeting in December, due to the Thanksgiving and Christmas Holidays.  Council Vice President Johnson made a motion that only one meeting be held in November and December.  Motion seconded by Councilman Dize and carried unanimously.


There being no further business for discussion, Councilman Anderson made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Atkins and carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Prepared by Valerie Swift, Secretary
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