MINUTES


The Mayor and City Council met in regular session on Wednesday, July 14, 2010

at 6:00 p.m. in the meeting room in City Hall.

PRESENT

Percy J. Purnell, Jr., Mayor

LaVerne Johnson, Council Vice President

Raymond D. Anderson, Councilman

Barry Dize, Councilman

Kimberly B. Lawson, Councilman

Mike Atkins, Councilman

Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Noah Bradshaw, Inspector

Mike Tabor, Chief of Police


Also in attendance;  Valerie Swift, Secretary; Liz Holland; Richard Crumbacker; 

Jenny Tawes; Eddie Heath; Tillie Doyle; Irvin Saltz; Norman Smith; Kathleen Sheeran; 

John Dize; Margo Green-Gale; James Lane; Robert Hooks; and Pat Carson.

Welcome, Invocation, Prayer and Pledge

Mayor Purnell called the meeting to order with the Lord’s Prayer and the Pledge 

of Allegiance.  At this time, Mayor Purnell briefly reviewed the evening’s agenda.
Approval of Minutes


Mayor Purnell requested approval of the minutes from the previous meetings.

At this time, Councilman Atkins made a motion to approve the minutes from election re-

sults from June 30, 2010, June 71, 2010 and June 16, 2010.  Motion seconded by 

Councilman Anderson and carried unanimously.  Councilman Atkins then made a motion

to approve the minutes from the Special Meeting of June 23rd, Regular Meeting of June 

23rd and the Closed Meeting of June 23rd.  Motion seconded by Councilman Anderson

and carried unanimously.

1st Session of Public Input


Mayor Purnell noted that Public Input is to allow the Mayor and Council to listen 
to concerns, then get back with an answer, not immediately.

Mr. Irvin Saltz noted that he hadn’t received a reply from a letter he had 
submitted. Mayor Purnell advised that he would receive a reply.
Unfinished Business


Councilman Lawson requested that the Code revision discussion be moved to the

end of  New Business.

Parking Issues – Crisfield High School

Councilman Lawson reviewed the slide concerning the traffic safety issues at

CHS, which need to be adopted at the next meeting as follows; Determine parking on

West side of Somerset in front of the school, contacting SHA re: speed zone signs, install 

2 handicap cuts in sidewalk, and determine “no parking” timeframe on the east side of 

Somerset.


All concurred that they were okay with the handicap cuts.  At this time, Council-

man Lawson made a motion to obtain a price from John Goldsborough for cutting out

the handicap areas.  Motion seconded by Councilman Dize and carried unanimously.


Mayor Purnell advised to contact SHA to do the crosswalks in front of the school.

Street Legal Vehicles


Councilman Atkins reviewed slides concerning low speed vehicles and golf carts.
He noted that to operate a scooter, you must either have a scooter license or drivers 

license and must be 16.  Golf carts are not legal in the State of Maryland.  Councilman

Atkins advised that he has sent a letter to Delegate Norman Conway concerning legis-

lation pertaining to legalization of golf carts.  Chief Tabor noted that Smith Island is the

only exception, and was done by law.


Council Vice President Johnson made reference to the enforcement of scooter

license.  Chief Tabor advised that this would be enforced.  


Councilman Atkins reiterated the findings as presented; that golf carts are not

legal at this time, though the City is working toward it.  In answer to a question from

Pat Carson, he advised that motorized wheelchairs are legal.

New Business

Update - Armory


Mayor Purnell reviewed an update concerning the Armory advising that the 
Military will transfer the Armory title to the Dept. of General Services, who will enter

into a lease with the City for 10 years at a $1.00  per year, with the City paying for all

maintenance and utilities.  Mayor Purnell advised that he feels this is the best deal the
City will get.  He noted that the City would qualify for money from Project Open Space

to redo the heating system.


At this time, Council Vice President Johnson made a motion to approve the City

entering into an agreement with DGS concerning the Armory.  Motion seconded by 

Councilman Dize and carried unanimously.

Event Application


Mayor Purnell reviewed an Event Application for the annual Wheels the Water-

front car show to be held on Saturday, July 31st.  Approval so moved by Councilman

Anderson, seconded by Council Vice President Johnson and carried unanimously.

EDU Request


Mr. Bradshaw, Inspector, reviewed a request from Stephen Elliott for an EDU on

St. Peter’s Church Road.


Councilman Lawson requested that a tax map of properties be presented in the

future.  After a brief discussion, Councilman Atkins made a motion to approve the 
requested EDU.  Motion seconded by Councilman Dize and carried unanimously.

Unfinished business cont’d - Code Book Review


Councilman Atkins presented and reviewed several slides of inconsistencies in 
the City Code, beginning with the section pertaining to Sandwich Board signs as well

as several other sections.  He advised that he would like to be able to go to a computer-

ized form of Code with an electronic form and paper copy in the City vault as well as

another offsite location to save money, instead of General Code publication.

Mayor Purnell advised that a process is needed by which certain people (Noah,

Councilman Atkins, Mrs. Morgan and Mrs. Swift) review the Code and make recom-

mendations to the Council, and establish a procedure to change it.  Mayor Purnell also

noted that approval from the City Solicitor should be obtained first.

2nd Session of Public Input


Pat Carson advised that a crosswalk is needed from Somerset Avenue to

where students cross over to McDonalds.


Councilman Lawson commented that the City needs to meet with SHA concern-

ing crosswalks and locations.


Lamount Potter advised that there is a pole light out on 4th Street.  Councilman

Lawson advised him to contact DP & L directly, with a pole number.  Mr. Potter also

commented that he only sees Police monitoring stop signs at the Housing Authority to

Charlotte Avenue.  Mayor Purnell advised that they are monitoring in other locations.


John Dize made reference to sandwich board signs and advised that he feels you

should be able to have a minimum without being charged.

Mayor and Council Report


Councilman Atkins advised that he had nothing further.  


Councilman Dize extended sympathies to the family of Mr. Stanley Pruitt.  He 

also made reference to  his difficulties with meeting earlier than 6:00 p.m. and suggested 
holding special meetings on a 3rd Wednesday. 


Councilman Lawson suggested holding any special meetings after the 6:00 p.m. 

regular.  He commented that special meetings like the one held earlier tonight, should be 

on the regular agenda.  He also noted that the work at the Park is ongoing and there may

be a possible meeting with the Governor next week.


Council Vice President Johnson made reference to the need for people to come in

with ideas and suggestions of events to be held in the City.  Councilman Atkins added 

that this is the reason for the Events Planner.


Councilman Lawson commented that Freedom Fest was nice.  He also congratu-

lated Council Vice President Johnson on her nomination as Vice President.


There being no further business for discussion, Councilman Atkins made a motion

to adjourn, seconded by Council Vice President Anderson and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,

Prepared by Valerie Swift, Secretary
            Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer
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