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MINUTES

The Mayor and City Council met in regular session on Wednesday, January 12, 

2011 at 6:00 p.m. in the meeting room in City Hall.

PRESENT

Percy J. Purnell, Jr., Mayor

LaVerne Johnson, Council Vice President

Raymond D. Anderson, Councilman

Barry Dize, Councilman

Kimberly B. Lawson, Councilman

Mike Atkins, Councilman

Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Robin Cockey, City Solicitor

Ashley Bosche, Attorney

Noah Bradshaw, Inspector


Also in attendance; Valerie Swift, Secretary; Liz Holland; Richard Crumbacker; 

Tillie Doyle; Margo Green-Gale; Irving Saltz; John Dize; Robert Hooks; Bobby 

Goldsborough, Philip Goldsborough; Carolyn & David Marquis; Randy Laird; Mark
Konapelsky; Mark Gradscak;  and Norris Howard.


Mayor Purnell called the meeting to order, opening with the Lord’s Prayer and the

Pledge of Allegiance.


Mayor Purnell  made reference to the funeral of Eugene “Squeaky” Mills and 

noted that Mr. Mills had led a wonderful life in service to the community.  He thanked 
Mr. Mill’s family for a great guy.


Mayor Purnell reviewed the agenda for the evening’s meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Mayor Purnell requested approval of the minutes from the last meeting in Decem-

ber.  At this time, Councilman Anderson made a motion to approve the minutes from 
December 8, 2010, as written.  Motion seconded by Council Vice President Johnson and
carried unanimously.

APPOINTMENTS


NAIMAT MUGHAL, C.O.O. OF BLOOSURF, appeared before the Mayor and

City Council with a proposal for broadband in the City of Crisfield.  Mr. Mughal requested the City’s consideration regarding the placement of antennas on the Broadway Water Tower and the water tower on Mill Lane.  Mayor Purnell advised that the City would have to get back with him concerning this request.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Ethics Ordinance 598, Campaign Finance Ordinance 604, Four Way Stop Ordinance 602, Annexation Agreement


Mr. Cockey noted that Ordinance 598 Ethics and Ordinance 604, Campaign Finance need to be tabled at this time, pending State amendments.  He advised that he would be attending a MML presentation on February 10th and would report back in March.

Councilman Lawson asked for a simple Campaign Finance Ordinance to conform with State law.  Mr. Cockey noted that it is easiest to us the State law, verbatim.  He also noted that the MML presentation may or may not address the Ethics ordinance.


Mayor Purnell made reference to Ordinance 602 – Four-way Stop on Hudson and Wynfall Avenue, which was tabled as he had found out through Mr. Bradshaw’s research, that this was a violation.  Mr. Bradshaw reviewed a slide concerning All-way Stop Signs.  Council Vice President Johnson commented that there used to be a four way stop on Broadway and 4th Street.


Mr. Cockey advised using a Resolution, once the issue is resolved, rather than an Ordinance. 

Mayor Purnell recognized County Commissioner Randy Laird, who was in the audience.  Councilman Lawson thanked him for his interest in city government.

Mayor Purnell made reference to the draft Annexation Agreement as prepared by Mr. Cockey’s office.  Mr. Cockey noted that his research indicates that the annexation proposal is legal and that the draft agreement proposes that taxes are suspended until the property is transferred.  

Councilman Atkins commented that this does not obligate anyone to annex.  Mayor Purnell advised that the City would customize agreements on a case by case basis.

Mr. Cockey added that this would be a template to be tailored case by case.  He also noted that the City must also bear in mind any planning and zoning issues.  Mr. Cockey advised that the agreement could be adopted by Resolution.


The matter was further tabled until the first meeting in February.

NEW BUSINESS Resolution 385 

Mr. Cockey presented a resolution establishing the abandonment of a right of way from Collins Street to Crockett Square – Parcel 346 to be conveyed to the City to be developed for building a library.  At this time, Councilman Atkins made a motion to adopt Resolution 385 as presented.  Motion seconded by Councilman Lawson and carried
unanimously.

MAYOR’S REPORT


Mayor Purnell reviewed slides concerning the acquisition of the Carvel Hall property. He also noted that MDE has agreed to come in and clean up.  He noted that the County Commissioners and Danny Thompson, EDC had worked hard to make this happen and the City could not have done it without them. Mayor Purnell also reviewed a slide concerning the MOU with Maryland Department of Transportation.

APPOINTMENTS


Mr. Irving Saltz appeared before the Mayor and City Council concerning his application for City Manager and letter of reply from the Mayor.  He commented that he did not like the statement that a volunteer could not supervise employees.

Mayor Purnell commented that he had never posted the City Manager’s job.  Mayor Purnell stated that Mr. Saltz’ resume is impressive, but the City has four department heads with over 30 years experience each, therefore he is not going to appoint a City Manager unless the City becomes financially able.
PUBLIC INPUT


Mr. Robert Hooks questioned how Mr. Saltz, who has announced his candidacy in the next election, could serve as a volunteer employee.


Mr. David Marquis commented that there are two open positions that the City is required to fill and that he was affected by the lack of a City Manager when he came to City Hall recently concerning a matter.  He commented that the City Charter requires the appointment of a City Manager.  He also commented that there is also no secretary in the Inspector’s office. 

Mrs. Carolyn Marquis stated that she understands today’s economy and suggested  using volunteers in the community.  She also suggested that the City charge tour busses and ships disembarkment fees.


Councilman Atkins suggested that a Resolution of Respect be prepared and presented in memory of Mr. Eugene Mills in the future.


Council Vice President Johnson commented that she is seeing progress with the rehab of houses.  She also made reference to a newspaper article concerning rehab money received in the County.


Councilman Lawson requested that an inventory of all City equipment over $500 in value be taken with the age and cost value logged on a computer disk.  He noted that the City is running on a balanced budget and that tax assessments are down.  Councilman Lawson suggested getting all of the equipment together in March or April to take pictures for budget purpose.

Councilman Lawson made reference to work proceeding with Community Legacy Funding in reference to Elevation Surveys.


Councilman Lawson made reference to the hard work done to obtain Carvel Hall and the Industrial Park, which was in the works since 2006.  He commented concerning Mrs. Marquis suggestion to charge disembarkment fees, that any new fees would be seen as encroachment by the city.


Councilman Lawson made reference to the fact that less than 45% of the City’s population are property owners and stated that he would like to see a way for the other 55% to pay fees.

Councilman Lawson thanked Danny Thompson, EDC Director, for his hard work concerning Carvel Hall.


There being no further business for discussion, Councilman Atkins made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Anderson and carried unanimously.







Respectfully submitted,







Joyce L. Morgan, Clerk-Treasurer

Prepared by Valerie Swift, Secretary


.

